
                            Beloved Siblings in Christ,    

 

We have a new bishop!!!    This past weekend I had the joy of attending the 

consecration of the Right Revered Miguelina Howell as the tenth bishop of 

the Diocese of Western MA.  The consecration was held out in Springfield at 

Christ’s Church Cathedral.    Thankful to Lynn and Nancy who were able to 

travel out to the cathedral to witness this milestone in our diocese.    It is 

truly a historic moment as this is the first time the diocese as elected a wom-

an, and a person of color as bishop.    Thanks be to God!  
 

The event itself was truly a magnificent, holy, and joy filled experience.   I 

don’t think I have ever seen so many clergy and bishops gathered together in 

the same place before.  The music was well balanced and full of joy.  The ser-

mon was filled with hope inspired words, and above all else there was a 

great community gathered together in a spirit of celebration.   I have to ad-

mit it was quite the experience for this ordained Lutheran to be able to wit-

ness my first bishop’s consecration.  The excitement in air was palpable and 

that excitement continues as we begin our journey with our new bishop.      
 

This also means we have said good bye to Bishop Doug Fisher.   I will say 

the only lament I have in all this is that we no longer have a bishop who fre-

quently uses Bruce Springsteen lyrics.  We give thanks for Bishop Fisher’s 

years of service and the pastoral presence, leadership, and wisdom he has 

shared here in Western MA.    
 

I’d invite you all to pray for Bishop Miguelina as she begins her tenure and 

for Bishop Fisher as he heads into retirement!   Finally, continue to pray for 

the diocese as we continue to walk the way of love with one another in this 

new day. 
 

Peace and blessings! 
 

Pastor Dan  
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See, I am doing a new 

thing! Now it springs 

up; do you not per-

ceive it? I am making 

a way in the wilder-

ness and streams in 

the wasteland.   

[Isaiah 43:19]  

A Reflection from your 

Priest-in Charge 



 2 — Matthew Mahon 
 4 — Aliana Bousquet  
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CALLING ALL GARDENERS! 

Now that we have a beautiful garden in front of the church, we need to keep it weeded! 
While the mulch suppresses most of the weed growth, some still get through. If you can 
contribute some time to assist with this effort, please let Lynn Garland know. 

 

Notes from Our Music Minister 
 

Pentecost is on May 24th and the choir would like to sing an anthem,  
“I will not leave you comfortless” by Titcomb. 

We would like some voices for the anthem. If interested, please notify Anne by text 
508-6121246 or email anniebouv@gmail.com 



MAY TIDINGS 
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Bethlehem’s Closet is located at  
33 Central Street Southbridge, MA 01550 

Our Current Hours are: Monday, Wednesday, Saturday 
9:00AM to 2PM  

 
If you have a donation for the closet, clothes can be dropped off at  

Bethlehem Lutheran Church, 345 Main Street, Sturbridge, MA 01566. 

  
 Our May donations will go to the 
Bridge Fridge of Southbridge. 
The focus will be non-perishable 
foods and snacks. 

Thank you  

for your generosity! 

 News from Bethlehem Lutheran 
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  Mission Plate for May 

Prayer for Holy Trinity's 

 

 

“Real relationships. Real impact. 

We believe no one knows a community better than those who actually live there. 

That's why we rely on our longstanding relationships with trusted faith leaders 

and other change agents who have strong community ties and deep understand-

ing of local context. Together, we co-create programs that build upon existing 

strengths, knowledge and resources to achieve sustainable solutions with tangi-

ble impact.” 

 

The Mission Plate will be collected for: 
Episcopal Relief & Development (ERD) is the global relief & development agency of The 

Episcopal Church and a separate 501(c)(3) 
 

In 2024: ERD “collaborated with 82 local partners in 54 countries to address injustice, poverty, disaster and 
climate risks.” They received almost 60,000 gifts allowing them to devote over $28 million to advance lasting 
change. More than 50% comes from individual donors like us. They provided $7.4 million in support to 
those impacted by disasters around the world, a quarter of that within the USA, while investing over $20.8 
million in international sustainable development programs. 
 

Over 3 million people benefit from ERD aid each year.  From an interactive map on the ERD website, (clicking 
locations on the map provides details about the unique program in each country): ERD relief aid goes to: 
USA, Ukraine, Romania, Poland, Italy, Germany, Netherlands, Belgium, Portugal. ERD development aid goes 
to: Sudan, Namibia, El Salvador, Liberia. Both relief and development aid goes to: Syria, Jordan, Palestine, 
Israel, Kenya, Tanzania, Burundi, DR of the Congo, Malawi, Mozambique, Zimbabwe, Zambia, Angola, Gha-
na, Brazil, Columbia, Haiti, Cuba, Honduras, Guatemala, Philippines. 
  

ERD works on the premise of “Working Together for Lasting Change”.  
In 2021 the Board of directors approved a 10-year strategic plan. Refining program areas to: Early Childhood 
Development, Women & Girls, Climate Resilience, Disaster Response.  ERD works with Faith based Engage-
ment, Asset Based Community Development, Partner Capacity Strengthening and Evaluation Results and 
Learning.  ERD’s holistic approach harnesses decades of experience co-creating with churches and other 
partner organizations successful integrated programs designed to match the aim of local communities. 
 

In just 4 more years, by 2030, ERD will equip 350,000 change agents to advance social cohesion and resili-
ence for 4 million people around the world every year.   
 

Since its beginning in 1940 as the Presiding Bishops Fund for World Relief (the PB Fund); when its mission 
was to assist refugees fleeing Europe during World War II; What we now know as ERD ( name changed in 
2000) this ministry of The Episcopal Church has always adapted to the needs of the time; accepting new real-
ities, shifting from administering small grants to investing in long term programs with partners worldwide that 
achieve sustainable solutions; it has grown to become a credible and respected organization in the relief and 
development realm.  
 
ERD “meets all 20 Better Business Bureau Standards for Charity Accountability, and earned a four-star rating 
(the highest rating) from Charity Navigator and a Gold Seal of Transparency from Candid. We are involved in 
cooperative efforts through the Anglican Alliance, InterAction and other agencies to improve practices 
throughout the relief and development community.” 
Use the website www.episcopalrelief.org to find out more interesting details. 

http://www.episcopalrelief.org
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Sunday, May 3— 11 AM          Holy Eucharist,  Family Worship & Graduation Celebration 

Sunday, May 10 -- 11 AM        Holy Eucharist, Mother’s Day 

Sunday, May 17 —11 AM       Holy Eucharist  

Sunday, May 24 — 11AM       Holy Eucharist -Pentecost Sunday  

Sunday, May 31 — 10 AM      Shared Service at Bethlehem Lutheran   

Sundays in May 

PRAY FOR 

PEACE 
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