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Annual Reports: 2024

Minutes: Annual Parish Meeting for Year 2024: January 26, 2025

I. An Overview of 2024
Priest�s Report: The Rev. Dan Purtell Page 4
Warden�s Reports

o Senior Warden: Lynn Garland 5
o Junior Warden: Susan Howland 6

Motions Made by the Vestry in 2024: Clerk: Jean Frost 7

II. Worship
Music Ministry: Anne Bouvier-Monroe 10
Altar Guild: Nancy Waugh 11
Ushers: Lynn Garland 11

III. Fellowship & Pastoral Care
Episcopal Church Women: Susan Howland 12
Hospitality: Susan Grant 12
Praying Hands Ministry: Susan Howland 13
Stewardship: Nancy Waugh 13
Pledge Secretary Report: John Grant 14
Daughters of the King: Robin Yates 14

IV. Faith Formation
Faith Formation -Adults & Children: Eileen DeMings 15
Combined Youth Group: David Monroe 16

V. Mission & Outreach
Mission and Outreach: Susan Grant 17
Winter Coat Closet: Chris McTigue 18
Food Share 18
Mission Accounts: Nancy Waugh 18
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Finance Committee: Susan Howland 20
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o 2024 Statement of Financial Position
o 2024 Budget vs. Actual
o 2025 Budget
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MINUTES OF 2024 ANNUAL MEETING � JANUARY 28, 2024

The meeting was called to order at 10:21 am.
Roll Call � a quorum was present, there were more than 7 active baptized members present, and two
were present on Zoom.
The minutes of the previous year�s annual meeting were included in the Annual Report. A motion
was made to accept the minutes of the 2023 Annual Meeting, it was seconded and carried.
The Treasurer�s report was included in the Annual Report. A motion was made to accept the
Treasurer�s report, it was seconded and carried.
The slate of Vestry officers and Vestry members was presented on the ballot, there were no
nominations from the floor. A motion was made to elect the slate as presented, it was seconded and
carried.
The slate of delegates to the Annual Diocesan Convention was presented on the ballot, there were no
nominations from the floor. A motion was made to elect the slate as presented, it was seconded and
carried.
Lynn Garland, as Senior Warden, gave her report. She discussed partnering with Bethlehem
Lutheran Church, and sharing their Pastor. The information we have from BLC indicates they can
work with a 40% / 60% sharing of Pastor Dan�s time and salary (40% Holy Trinity / 60% Bethlehem).
On February 25th there will be a Pulpit Swap with Pastor Dan leading the service here and Mother
Judith leading the service at Bethlehem Lutheran Church. After the service here the Vestry will meet
with Pastor Dan and then will decide if we want to continue with the process. If so, on March 10th the
Bethlehem Council and Holy Trinity Vestry will meet to hash out details. Pastor Dan will be on
Sabbatical from late July through late October.
The newly elected Vestry members and officers, and the newly elected Convention Delegates, along
with the current Vestry members were Commissioned.
The meeting was adjourned at 10:47 am.

Respectfully submitted,
Jean Frost, clerk

.
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2024
2025Annual Reports

I. AN OVERVIEW OF 2024

THE PRIEST�S REPORT

See, I am doing a new thing!

I am making a way in the wilderness
and streams in the wasteland.
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THE SENIOR WARDEN�S REPORT
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THE JUNIOR WARDEN�S REPORT
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MOTIONS MADE BY THE VESTRY IN 2024
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II. WORSHIP

MUSIC MINISTRY REPORT

2024 has been a productive and spiritual year for the music program at Holy Trinity Church of Southbridge.

Thank you to our small, but mighty choir who faithfully supplies us with music for our special services and our
Christian seasons, such as Advent and Lent. We are rehearsing on Thursday afternoons at 4:00 when the days
are longer and at 3:30 during the winter months so we may travel home in the late afternoon light. The choir
takes January off, begins rehearsing in February for the Lent and Easter seasons. The choir sings until
Pentecost, takes the summer off, and starts rehearsing at the end of September for All Saints Sunday, Advent,
and Christmas.
Many thanks to John Grant and Jean Frost for playing guitar for us on Christmas Eve and other times of the

year. I hope to continue using them for some of the newer and older hymns that we use during the coming year.
Susan Howland�s talents are many and she shares them with Holy Trinity. Thank you for sharing your talents,
especially playing the harp during our service. TaizØ musicis a spiritual gift to us and harp music is a wonderful
addition to that setting. Joe DiSalvatore played the clarinet for Holy Trinity and covered for me when I was ill
and on vacation along with Susan, Joe, and Lynn Garland. When I am sick, it is often the last minute, and our
talented musicians have played for us, so we can sing together as a congregation without the organ and piano.
Lynn Garland shares her singing voice with us as needed. I love her solo for Good Friday, �Were you there?�
Have you heard it?
Under the tutelage of Mother Judith, we tried hymns that are singable and new for the choir and the

congregation. These hymns are singable for children as well as adults and may use more modern and inclusive
language.
I use several hymnals that have been sanctioned by the episcopal church, such as �My Heart Sings Out� which

is a young person�s hymnal. I have also used the hymnal �Voice s Found� which is a women�s hymnal that has
traditional and contemporary hymns. Some of these hymns use �new words for old tunes�. There is a website
that I use that is from New Zealand that has suggestions for each Sunday. Unfortunately, the website runs only a
couple of weeks in advance, so planning is not completed in advance. I have used the Catholic hymnal as a
resource for some of our hymns, however they are usually in the hymnals that I mentioned above. Since we do
not own enough copies of the hymnals, we need to get copyright permission to use the hymns that are not public
domain.
Holy Trinity Church pays for this service by using One License. Every hymn I select I need to report if it is not

public domain. I report for permission to reprint and to stream. This guarantees that the composers and writers
receive royalties for their musical compositions. This includes any prelude and postludes we stream that I play
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on the organ and piano. I report the hymns that are not Public Domain. Most hymns that have composers that
have died 75 years ago or more and are public domain and are not reported to One License.
It is my hope that we will make a booklet to be used in the pews, so we do not have to print the hymns for the
bulletin. Making a booklet is a time-consuming process but will save us money and trees. Is anyone interested
in assisting with this project?
I want to thank Mother Judith for her time and collaboration as we planned the services for the last three years.

Mother Judith was easy to work with and was helpful in planning the service music to align with the church
season and the lectionary and I learned much from her, since Father Richard selected all the hymns and service
music when he was leading Holy Trinity in worship.

Holy Trinity Church had changes in 2024 as we collaborated with Bethlehem Lutheran Church of Sturbridge,
though the service music and hymns we use is not affected by this change.
I am looking forward to collaborating with Pastor Dan and creating a meaningful church service for Holy

Trinity Church�s congregation and the combined congregations of Holy Trinity Church and Bethlehem
Lutheran as needed.

God�s Peace and Blessings.

Respectfully submitted,
Anne Bouvier-Monroe
Organist at Holy Trinity Church, Southbridge, MA.

ALTAR GUILD REPORT

The altar guild team has worked behind the scenes all year preparing the table for communion. Altar
Guild comes in prior to Sunday and cleans up after communion. Thank you to Lorraine Brumskine,
Trisha O�Brien-Briere, Mick and Barbara Kalber and Suzy Sharp. We serve once every five weeks.
We are always looking for new team members so, if you are interested, speak to any of the members.

Respectfully submitted,
Nancy Waugh

USHERS REPORT
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III. FELLOWSHIP & PASTORAL CARE

EPISCOPAL CHURCH WOMEN REPORT

Holy Trinity Episcopal Church Women is an ad hoc group who keep their ears and eyes
open for parish and community needs. There is nothing to report for 2024. We have
$461.44 in our ECW account.

Worshipfully submitted,
Susan Howland, January 4, 2024

HOSPITALITY REPORT
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PRAYING HANDS MINISTRY REPORT

Our Praying Hands Ministry started in June 2022. We make prayer shawls and lap blankets for anyone in need
of prayer and comfort. We use the creation of a shawl (or blanket) to focus our prayer as we pray for others with
our hands.
We shared a lot of love and comfort in 2024. Twenty-two prayer shawls were blessed for a total of 113 since the
beginning of the ministry. Most were given away and there are some left for 2025. Thanks to all who knitted,
crocheted, and shared the shawls.

Blessings,
Susan Howland, coordinator
January 2025

STEWARDSHIP REPORT
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PLEDGE SECRETARY REPORT

The responsibilities of the church Pledge Secretary include the following:

Tracked individual�s progress toward pledge on a quarterly basis.
Sent out Pledge Letters quarterly, by the end of the month following the close of the quarter.
Prepared the annual �Giving Letters�, detailing all giving through HTEC Pledge plus all other donations.
Consulted with the Treasurer and Finance Committee Chair
Attended Finance Committee meetings.
Prepared the Pledge Secretary�s Annual Report.

Of our active parishioners, 33 members pledged in 2024. The initial pledge total was $85,622.00. The actual total given
by pledging members was $92,443.93. We made a balanced budget by the generosity of our members. The total amount
exceeding pledges was $6,821.93. These figures were based on pledge numbers as available to the pledge secretary at the
time the report was compiled.

Respectfully submitted,
John W Grant, Pledge Secretary

DAUGHTERS OF THE KING REPORT
I am but one, but I am one.

I cannot do everything, but I can do something.
What I can do, I ought to do.

What I ought to do, by the grace of God I will do.

The Mary & Martha Chapter of the Daughters of the King has continued to try and live the mission of
the Daughters of the King. A life of prayer, service, and evangelism. The year 2024 has been a year of renewal
and change. January saw us in study and discernment preparation for the induction of two new members into
the Daughters of the King. On April 7, 2024, we welcomed Rose Reith and Traci Stuart into the Mary & Martha
chapter of the DOK. They have truly been a blessing to our chapter. Monica Burden, President of the Province 1
Daughters of the King was able to join us in this celebration. As we entered 2024, our mission and outreach
with the Sons and Daughters of the King in Buchanan, Liberia was coming to a close. We had been busy with
collecting books, books, and more books! We managed to fill five barrels with some school supplies, but mostly
books!! The books ranged from toddler to adult, fiction/non-fiction, from learning of the ABCs to medical &
dental textbooks. Over the past four years, with the generosity of the Holy Trinity Family, we have sent clothes,
along with medical & personal hygiene supplies, Covid supplies, and, most recently, school supplies. These
past four years have truly been a mission of Love & Generosity!! A true mission of fellowship.

On August 25, 2024, we were blessed to welcome Judy Reich back into the Mary & Martha Chapter of
the DOK. It was a beautiful ceremony with a heartwarming reception for Judy.

As we continued to move forward in ministry, the Daughters voted to adopt �New Hope� as our
chapter�s mission outreach service ministry. �New Hope� is a non-profit organization serving those affected by
domestic & sexual violence. Since domestic & sexual violence are often intertwined, New Hope�s clients
benefit from a full spectrum of programs offered, allowing them to receive domestic & sexual violence services
in one place and also providing counseling for children and families. We were privileged to have Christine
Gaze, from New Hope, join us on Sunday, September 29, 2024, to speak to Holy Trinity church members about
the outreach mission work of New Hope. She offered us guidance on how individuals can respond to what we
believe to be an abusive situation. Her presentation was greatly appreciated. Even though we have only been in
partnership with New Hope for a short amount of time, this Christmas we were able to present to New Hope



15

eleven $25.00 gift cards to Walmart, along with a very large donation of requested supplies. The Daughters are
truly blessed to be able to help, even in small ways.

On a final note, The daughters decided to learn more about their namesakes, Mary & Martha. We chose
to read a book called: �Having a Mary Heart in a Martha World,� by Joanna Weaver. This study has truly been
eye opening to each of us. Our discussions have been very interesting and enlightening. Also, life changing! A
book that we all would encourage everyone to read.

In closing, on behalf of the Mary & Martha members, I would like to thank all members of Holy Trinity
Church for their past and continued support of the Daughters of the King and our mission and outreach
programs. Your prayers, donations, and support have been greatly appreciated.

�And whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lo rd Jesus, giving thanks to God and the
Father by him� Colossians 3:17

For His Sake
Robin Yates
President; Mary & Martha Chapter of the Daughters of the King

V. FAITH FORMATION

FAITH FORMATION � C HILDREN & ADULTS REPORT

The Faith Formation Steering Committee is committed to fostering the faith of all ages at Holy Trinity
Episcopal Church through worship, study, programming, and special events. Our parish lends itself to
both the beauty of inter-generational formation and age/developmental group formation. The
committee meets before each liturgical season to outline traditional and new opportunities for our
parishioners.

The focus for 2024 was to continue the engagement of our children, youth, and adults, as it always
had been, but under the circumstances of upcoming pastoral change. We accomplished this by
keeping traditions while bringing back a few �fan� favorite s and spending time learning what it means
to be Episcopalian. Here is a look at the year.

Adult Formation
The adults this year were involved in watching and discussing episodes of �The Chosen.� Each

month they gathered either at Holy Trinity or Bethlehem Lutheran for an evening of study and prayer.
There were also diocesan offerings that several adults took part in such as �Sacred Ground.� These
classes were held on Zoom.

Children/Youth/Teen
Family Worship Sundays continued to be held on the first Sunday of each month. This has been truly
a faith forming experience for everyone involved. We aim to continue in 2025.

An annual Epiphany play was done in January. Our Shrove Tuesday Pancake supper was cancelled
due to snow. During Lent we did an inter-generational Stations of the Cross walk at St. Anne�s/St.
Patrick�s. We followed this by meeting back at Holy Trinity for a retreat. We all had lunch and a
scavenger hunt together. The teens met with Mother Judith while the children painted rocks with quiet
meditative music playing. We all joined back together in the Undercroft to do �resurrection gardens.�
This activity was very well received and loved by all. Also, during Lent there was a family night held at
Bethlehem Lutheran.




