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Prelude 
 

Processional Hymn: #105                              Words: London Carol, 18th cent.; Music: melody from Little Book of Christmas Carols 

God rest you merry, gentlemen, let nothing you dismay; remember Christ our Savior was born on Christmas 

Day, to save us all from Satan’s power when we were gone astray.  O tidings of comfort and joy, comfort and 

joy; O tidings of comfort and joy! 

 

From God our heavenly Father a blessed agnel came and unto certain shepherds brought tidings of the 

same; how that in Bethlehem was born the Son of God by name.  O tidings of comfort and joy, comfort and 

joy; O tidings of comfort and joy! 

 

* Acclamation 

Celebrant   Blessed be God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit 

People      And blessed be God's Kingdom now and forever. Amen. 

 

Collect for Purity 

 

Gloria  (said by all) 

Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth.  Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and 

Father, we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory.  Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of 

the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us; you are seated at 

the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer.  For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, 

you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father.  Amen. 

 

* Collect  (said by all) 

O God, who wonderfully created, and yet more wonderfully restored, the dignity of human nature: Grant 

that we may share the divine life of him who humbled himself to share our humanity, your Son Jesus Christ; 

who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.  

 

First Reading 

Reader     A reading from the book of Jeremiah 

Thus says the Lord: 

Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob, 

and raise shouts for the chief of the nations;  

proclaim, give praise, and say, 

"Save, O Lord, your people,  

the remnant of Israel."  

See, I am going to bring them from the land of the north, 

and gather them from the farthest parts of the earth,  

among them the blind and the lame, those with child and 

those in labor, together;  

a great company, they shall return here.  



With weeping they shall come, 

and with consolations I will lead them back,  

I will let them walk by brooks of water, 

in a straight path in which they shall not stumble;  

for I have become a father to Israel, 

and Ephraim is my firstborn. 

Hear the word of the Lord, O nations, 

and declare it in the coastlands far away;  

say, "He who scattered Israel will gather him, 

and will keep him as a shepherd a flock."  

For the Lord has ransomed Jacob, 

and has redeemed him from hands too strong for him. 

They shall come and sing aloud on the height of Zion, 

and they shall be radiant over the goodness of the Lord,  

over the grain, the wine, and the oil, 

and over the young of the flock and the herd;  

their life shall become like a watered garden, 

and they shall never languish again.  

Then shall the young women rejoice in the dance, 

and the young men and the old shall be merry.  

I will turn their mourning into joy, 

I will comfort them, and give them gladness for sorrow.  

I will give the priests their fill of fatness, 

and my people shall be satisfied with my bounty, says the Lord                             Jeremiah 31:7-14  

Reader   The Word of the Lord                          People   Thanks be to God 

 

Silence 

 

Psalm 84:1-8               said by all, in unison                  BCP p. 707   

How dear to me is your dwelling, O Lord of hosts! * 

My soul has a desire and longing for the courts of the Lord; 

my heart and my flesh rejoice in the living God. 

The sparrow has found her a house 

and the swallow a nest where she may lay her young; * 

by the side of your altars, O Lord of hosts, 

my King and my God. 

Happy are they who dwell in your house! * 

they will always be praising you. 

Happy are the people whose strength is in you! * 

whose hearts are set on the pilgrims' way. 

Those who go through the desolate valley will find it a place of springs, * 

for the early rains have covered it with pools of water. 

They will climb from height to height, * 

and the God of gods will reveal himself in Zion. 

Lord God of hosts, hear my prayer; * 

hearken, O God of Jacob. 

Behold our defender, O God; * 

and look upon the face of your Anointed. 

 

Holy Gospel   Matthew 2:13-15, 19-23 

Celebrant   The Holy Gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ 

People  Glory to you, Lord Christ.    

After the wise men had left, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, "Get up, take the child 

and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell you; for Herod is about to search for the child, to 



destroy him." Then Joseph got up, took the child and his mother by night, and went to Egypt, and remained there 

until the death of Herod. This was to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet, "Out of Egypt I 

have called my son." 

When Herod died, an angel of the Lord suddenly appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt and said, "Get up, take the 

child and his mother, and go to the land of Israel, for those who were seeking the child's life are dead." Then Joseph 

got up, took the child and his mother, and went to the land of Israel. But when he heard that Archelaus was ruling 

over Judea in place of his father Herod, he was afraid to go there. And after being warned in a dream, he went away 

to the district of Galilee. There he made his home in a town called Nazareth, so that what had been spoken through 

the prophets might be fulfilled, "He will be called a Nazorean." 

Celebrant  The Gospel of the Lord    People Praise to you Lord Christ 

 

Sermon                                                                    Fr. Richard Signore 

 

Prayers of the People IV, BCP, p. 388   RESONSE:  Hear our prayer. 

 

Prayer for the Parish 

O everlasting source of love, in whom our faith resides, guide us surely ever forward on our lifelong journey.  

Not so fast that we miss the beauty that surrounds us on the way, nor miss your grace so freely given that 

teaches us how to grow.  But with a steady presence felt and a sense of gratitude may we find our place 

amidst the jungle of life within the kingdom of heaven on earth.    Amen 

 

Confession & Absolution    BCP, p. 360 

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you 

in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, 

and by what we have left undone.  We have not loved you with our whole heart; 

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.  

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; 

that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, 

to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

 
The Peace  (no handshaking or hugging please – solemn bow or wave only) 

 

The Liturgy of the Table 
 

Offertory 
 

*The Great Thanksgiving, Eucharistic Prayer B             BCP, p. 367 

  

Sanctus  (said by all) 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory,  

Hosanna in the highest.  Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  Hosanna in the highest. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer        Prayer Book, p. 364 

 

Fraction Anthem (said by all)                     Setting: Gerald R. Near 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.  Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; therefore, let us keep the feast.  Alleluia, 

alleluia, alleluia. 

 

Communion 

 

 

 



Prayer (said by those at home)   My Jesus, I believe that you are truly present in the Blessed Sacrament of the Altar. I 

love you above all things, and long for you in my soul. Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally, come at least 

spiritually into my heart. As though you have already come, I embrace you and unite myself entirely to you; never 

permit me to be separated from you. Amen.   (St. Alphonsus de Liguori, 1696-1787) 

 

The Post Communion Prayer  (Said by all worshiping in person) 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son and Savior 

Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.  Send us now 

into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness 

of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Blessing 

 

Dismissal Let us bless the Lord.       Thanks be to God.  

 
Recessional Hymn #110                                                               Words: 19th cent.   Music: Charles Winfred Douglas. 

The snow lay on the ground, the stars shone bright, when Christ our Lord was born on Christmas night.  

Venite adoremus Dominum.  Venite adoremus Dominum.   

Venite adoremus Dominum.  Venite adoremus Dominum. 

 

‘Twas Mary, daughter pure of holy Anne, that brought into this world the Godmade man.  She laid him in a 

stall at Bethlehem; the ass and oxen shared the roof with them.   

Venite adoremus Dominum.  Venite adoremus Dominum. 

 
Postlude 
 
 

 

Words & Music reprinted under Onelicense.net #A722242 


