
Holy Trinity Church 
446 Hamilton St.   Southbridge, Massachusetts 01550 
A parish in the Episcopal Diocese of Western Massachusetts 

The Twenty Third Sunday of Pentecost 
November 15, 2020 

9:30 a.m. Worship Service 
 

The Rev. Richard Signore, Celebrant & Preacher 

Anne Bouvier-Monroe, Organist 

Tamsin Lucey, Reader 

 

Prelude:  “For The Beauty of the Earth” 

 

Processional Hymn:  WLP#800 Precious Lord, take my hand           Words & Music: Thomas A Dorsey  

Precious Lord, take my hand, lead me on, let me stand, I am tired, I am weak, I am worn; 

Through the storm, through the night, lead me on to the light, take my hand, precious Lord, lead me on. 

 

When my way grows drear, precious Lord, linger near, when my life is almost gone;  

hear my cry, hear my call, hold my hand, lest I fall, take my hand, precious Lord, lead me on. 

 

The Liturgy of the Word 
 

Acclamation 

Celebrant  Blessed be God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit    

People      And Blessed be God’s Kingdom now and forever. AMEN  

 

Collect for Purity 

 

Gloria  (said by all) 

Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth.  Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and 

Father, we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory.  Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of 

the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us; you are seated at 

the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer.  For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, 

you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father.  Amen. 

 

Collect  (said by all) 

Blessed Lord, who caused all holy Scriptures to be written for our learning: Grant us so to hear them, read, 

mark, learn, and inwardly digest them, that we may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of 

everlasting life, which you have given us in our Savior Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

First Reading 

Reader     A reading from the book of Judges 

The Israelites again did what was evil in the sight of the Lord, after Ehud died. So the Lord sold them into the hand 

of King Jabin of Canaan, who reigned in Hazor; the commander of his army was Sisera, who lived in Harosheth-ha-

goiim. Then the Israelites cried out to the Lord for help; for he had nine hundred chariots of iron, and had oppressed 

the Israelites cruelly twenty years. 

At that time Deborah, a prophetess, wife of Lappidoth, was judging Israel. She used to sit under the palm of 

Deborah between Ramah and Bethel in the hill country of Ephraim; and the Israelites came up to her for judgment. 

She sent and summoned Barak son of Abinoam from Kedesh in Naphtali, and said to him, “The Lord, the God of 

Israel, commands you, ‘Go, take position at Mount Tabor, bringing ten thousand from the tribe of Naphtali and the 

tribe of Zebulun. I will draw out Sisera, the general of Jabin’s army, to meet you by the Wadi Kishon with his 

chariots and his troops; and I will give him into your hand.’”                                                              Judges 4:1-7 
Reader   The Word of the Lord       People   Thanks be to God 



 

Psalm 123   Said by all in unison    BCP p. 780 
To you I lift up my eyes, * 

to you enthroned in the heavens. 

As the eyes of servants look to the hand of their masters, * 

and the eyes of a maid to the hand of her mistress, 

So our eyes look to the Lord our God, * 

until he show us his mercy. 

Have mercy upon us, O Lord, have mercy, * 

for we have had more than enough of contempt, 

Too much of the scorn of the indolent rich, * 

and of the derision of the proud. 

 

Holy Gospel  Matthew 25:14-30 

Celebrant  The Holy Gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ 

People Glory to you, Lord Christ.    

Jesus said, “It is as if a man, going on a journey, summoned his slaves and entrusted his property to them; to one he 

gave five talents, to another two, to another one, to each according to his ability. Then he went away. The one who 

had received the five talents went off at once and traded with them, and made five more talents. In the same way, 

the one who had the two talents made two more talents. But the one who had received the one talent went off and 

dug a hole in the ground and hid his master’s money. After a long time the master of those slaves came and settled 

accounts with them. Then the one who had received the five talents came forward, bringing five more talents, 

saying, ‘Master, you handed over to me five talents; see, I have made five more talents.’ His master said to him, 

‘Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in charge of 

many things; enter into the joy of your master.’ And the one with the two talents also came forward, saying, 

‘Master, you handed over to me two talents; see, I have made two more talents.’ His master said to him, ‘Well 

done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in charge of many 

things; enter into the joy of your master.’ Then the one who had received the one talent also came forward, saying, 

‘Master, I knew that you were a harsh man, reaping where you did not sow, and gathering where you did not scatter 

seed; so I was afraid, and I went and hid your talent in the ground. Here you have what is yours.’ But his master 

replied, ‘You wicked and lazy slave! You knew, did you, that I reap where I did not sow, and gather where I did not 

scatter? Then you ought to have invested my money with the bankers, and on my return I would have received what 

was my own with interest. So take the talent from him, and give it to the one with the ten talents. For to all those 

who have, more will be given, and they will have an abundance; but from those who have nothing, even what they 

have will be taken away. As for this worthless slave, throw him into the outer darkness, where there will be 

weeping and gnashing of teeth.’”  
Celebrant  The Gospel of the Lord    People       Praise to you Lord Christ 

 

Sermon     Fr. Richard Signore 

 

Prayers of the People IV, BCP, p. 388    RESPONSE:  Hear our prayer. 

 

Prayer for the Parish - O everlasting source of love, in whom our faith resides, guide us surely ever forward on 

our lifelong journey.  Not so fast that we miss the beauty that surrounds us on the way, nor miss your grace 

so freely given that teaches us how to grow.  But with a steady presence felt and a sense of gratitude may we 

find our place amidst the jungle of life within the kingdom of heaven on earth.    Amen 

 

Confession & Absolution    BCP, p. 360 

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you 

in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, 

and by what we have left undone.  We have not loved you with our whole heart; 

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.  

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; 

that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, 



to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

 
The Peace  (no handshaking or hugging please – solemn bow or wave only) 

 

The Liturgy of the Table 

 
Offertory:  “Malabar”  -Williams 
   
The Great Thanksgiving, Eucharistic Prayer B       Prayer Book, p. 367 

 

Sanctus  (said by all) 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory,  

Hosanna in the highest.  Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  Hosanna in the highest. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer        Prayer Book, p. 364 

 

Fraction Anthem (said by all)    Jack Warren Burnam 

REFRAIN:  The disciples knew the Lord Jesus in the breaking of the bread.   

 

The bread which we break, Alleluia, is the communion of the Body of Christ.   

REFRAIN 

 

One body are we, Alleluia, for though many we share one bread. 

REFRAIN 

 

Communion 

 

Prayer (said by those at home)   My Jesus, I believe that you are truly present in the Blessed Sacrament of the Altar. I 

love you above all things, and long for you in my soul. Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally, come at least 

spiritually into my heart. As though you have already come, I embrace you and unite myself entirely to you; never 

permit me to be separated from you. Amen.   (St. Alphonsus de Liguori, 1696-1787) 

 

The Post Communion Prayer  (Said by all worshiping in person) 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son and Savior 

Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.  Send us now 

into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness 

of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Blessing 

 

Dismissal Let us bless the Lord.       Thanks be to God.  

 
Postlude: “God be with you till We Meet Again” -Vaughan Williams    (Sung by Cantor) 
               
 

Words & Music reprinted under Onelicense.net #A722242 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



November 15, 2020 

Risking our lives to find them 
BY THE REV. CHRIS HARRIS 

How do I find greater meaning and purpose in my life? 

Why is happiness so fleeting and a lasting joy so elusive? 

Who am I and what am I supposed to do with the rest of 

my life?  

These are some of the big questions of life, and many of us begin to wrestle 

with them as we reach middle age and beyond. The best-selling book The 

Second Mountain, by David Brooks, suggests that we come to these questions 

most urgently when the “first mountain” of our life fails us either because we 

discover it to be ultimately unfulfilling (such as a life focused on financial 

success or career goals) or when it crumbles beneath our feet (as the result of a 

divorce or a life-changing health crisis). 

According to Brooks, most of us don’t come looking for the “second mountain” 

of our lives until we’ve been thrown off the first somehow. Until then, when life 

is still going our way, we don’t have the eyes to see or the ears to hear. But 

when we finally are forced off our perches, we have the chance to discover for 

ourselves what Jesus has tried to tell us all along — that meaning and purpose 

come not from our accomplishments, our perfect families, or even perfect 

health, but by risking all that we are and all that we have for the sake of others.  

If you are someone looking for the second mountain of your life, the question at 

the heart of our Gospel this week offers all the directions we need: 

How will I risk the gifts I’ve been given, to do the work God is calling me to do? 

Notice that the story turns on risk. Playing it safe, worrying about ourselves and what others will say about us, 

is the first mountain all over again. And a life of tepid generosity, one that is constrained by fear and our need 

for control, leaves us languishing in the valley. 

Unless we are willing to risk it all for the sake of others – to take a leap into a Faith-Filled Generosity – we 

never reach the summit of a truly abundant life. 

Chris Harris is Associate Rector of Christ Church Cranbrook in Bloomfield Hills, Michigan. He serves on the 

board of The Episcopal Network for Stewardship and the steering team for Invite-Welcome-Connect, a 

national evangelism ministry, and is creator of Living Wi$ley, a faith and personal finance ministry. 

 

 

For reflection 
• What is the “risky generosity” 

that God’s is nudging me to 
try on? 

• What’s the best thing that 
could happen if I said, “Yes!”? 

 


