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VIGIL LIGHT 

The vigil light today is given to the Glory of God and for healing for Betty and Ray,  

given by Judy Reich. 

 

Prelude:  “Rejoice, Rejoice Believers”  Setting by Manz 

 

Processional Hymn:  “Hollingside”  Dykes  
 

The Liturgy of the Word 
 

Acclamation 

Celebrant  Blessed be God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit    

People      And Blessed be God’s Kingdom now and forever. AMEN  

 

Collect for Purity 

 

Gloria  (said by all) 

Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth.  Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and 

Father, we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory.  Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of 

the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us; you are seated at 

the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer.  For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, 

you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father.  Amen. 

 

Collect  (said by all) 

O God, whose blessed Son came into the world that he might destroy the works of the devil and make us 

children of God and heirs of eternal life: Grant that, having this hope, we may purify ourselves as he is pure; 

that, when he comes again with power and great glory, we may be made like him in his eternal and glorious 

kingdom; where he lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

First Reading 

Reader     A reading from the book of Amos 

The Lord spoke to Moses, saying: 

Thus says the Lord, the God of hosts, the Lord: 

Alas for you who desire the day of the Lord! 

Why do you want the day of the Lord?  

It is darkness, not light; 

as if someone fled from a lion, and was met by a bear;  

or went into the house and rested a hand against the wall, 

and was bitten by a snake. 

Is not the day of the Lord darkness, not light, 

and gloom with no brightness in it? 

I hate, I despise your festivals, 

and I take no delight in your solemn assemblies.  



Even though you offer me your burnt offerings and grain offerings, 

I will not accept them; 

and the offerings of well-being of your fatted animals 

I will not look upon. 

Take away from me the noise of your songs; 

I will not listen to the melody of your harps.  

But let justice roll down like waters, 

and righteousness like an everflowing stream.  Amos 5:18-24 
Reader   The Word of the Lord       People   Thanks be to God 

 

 

Psalm 70   Said by all in unison    BCP p. 682 
Be pleased, O God, to deliver me; * 

O Lord, make haste to help me. 

2 Let those who seek my life be ashamed 

and altogether dismayed; * 

let those who take pleasure in my misfortune 

draw back and be disgraced. 

3 Let those who say to me "Aha!" and gloat over me turn back, * 

because they are ashamed. 

4 Let all who seek you rejoice and be glad in you; * 

let those who love your salvation say for ever, 

"Great is the Lord!" 

5 But as for me, I am poor and needy; * 

come to me speedily, O God. 

6 You are my helper and my deliverer; * 

O Lord, do not tarry. 

 

Holy Gospel  Matthew 25:1-13 

Celebrant  The Holy Gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ 

People Glory to you, Lord Christ.    

Jesus said, “Then the kingdom of heaven will be like this. Ten bridesmaids took their lamps and went to meet the 

bridegroom. Five of them were foolish, and five were wise. When the foolish took their lamps, they took no oil with 

them; but the wise took flasks of oil with their lamps. As the bridegroom was delayed, all of them became drowsy 

and slept. But at midnight there was a shout, ‘Look! Here is the bridegroom! Come out to meet him.’ Then all those 

bridesmaids got up and trimmed their lamps. The foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil, for our lamps 

are going out.’ But the wise replied, ‘No! there will not be enough for you and for us; you had better go to the 

dealers and buy some for yourselves.’ And while they went to buy it, the bridegroom came, and those who were 

ready went with him into the wedding banquet; and the door was shut. Later the other bridesmaids came also, 

saying, ‘Lord, lord, open to us.’ But he replied, ‘Truly I tell you, I do not know you.’ Keep awake therefore, for you 

know neither the day nor the hour.”  

Celebrant  The Gospel of the Lord    People       Praise to you Lord Christ 

 

Sermon     Fr. Richard Signore 

 

Prayers of the People IV, BCP, p. 388    RESPONSE:  Hear our prayer. 

 

Prayer for the Parish - O everlasting source of love, in whom our faith resides, guide us surely ever forward on 

our lifelong journey.  Not so fast that we miss the beauty that surrounds us on the way, nor miss your grace 

so freely given that teaches us how to grow.  But with a steady presence felt and a sense of gratitude may we 

find our place amidst the jungle of life within the kingdom of heaven on earth.    Amen 

 

 

 



Confession & Absolution    BCP, p. 360 

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you 

in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, 

and by what we have left undone.  We have not loved you with our whole heart; 

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.  

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; 

that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, 

to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

 
The Peace  (no handshaking or hugging please – solemn bow or wave only) 

 

The Liturgy of the Table 

 
Offertory:  “Picardy”  French Carol 17th century  
   

The Great Thanksgiving, Eucharistic Prayer B       Prayer Book, p. 367 

 

Sanctus  (said by all) 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory,  

Hosanna in the highest.  Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  Hosanna in the highest. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer        Prayer Book, p. 364 

 

Fraction Anthem (said by all)    Jack Warren Burnam 

REFRAIN:  The disciples knew the Lord Jesus in the breaking of the bread.   

 

The bread which we break, Alleluia, is the communion of the Body of Christ.   

REFRAIN 

 

One body are we, Alleluia, for though many we share one bread. 

REFRAIN 

 

Communion 

 

Prayer (said by those at home)   My Jesus, I believe that you are truly present in the Blessed Sacrament of the Altar. I 

love you above all things, and long for you in my soul. Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally, come at least 

spiritually into my heart. As though you have already come, I embrace you and unite myself entirely to you; never 

permit me to be separated from you. Amen.   (St. Alphonsus de Liguori, 1696-1787) 

 

The Post Communion Prayer  (Said by all worshiping in person) 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son and Savior 

Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.  Send us now 

into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness 

of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Blessing 

 

Dismissal Let us bless the Lord.       Thanks be to God.  

 
Postlude: “God be with you till We Meet Again” Vaughan Williams    Sung by Cantor  
               
 

Words & Music reprinted under Onelicense.net #A722242 



 

 

 

 

 

November 8, 2020 

The gifts of faith 
 
BY THE REV. MATTHEW WOODWARD 

The parable of the wise and foolish virgins brings back so many rector 

wedding memories. I have to say, virgins trimming wicks are few and 

far between in early 21st century Bay Area weddings; you are more 

likely to find mason jars liberally strewn around the barn venue and 

handwritten chalkboards offering tri-tip, which you can eat perched on 

a bale of hay. But the frenetic last-minute energy of things needing to 

be fixed is just the same today as in scripture.  

If you get stuck in the anxiety, keeping company with the wedding planner and their 

staff, you are going to miss the point of the event. 

Weddings confer the blessing of companionship. We can get stuck in the mechanics 

of delivery and all of the anxiety it generates. Or we can acknowledge that love is a 

great gift, and we should be grateful for it. 

I once oversaw a wedding in which the couple forgot to get a license. I took a deep 

breath, made sure they had a wonderful day, and secretly remarried them a month or 

two later. Their love for each other was a gift. We found a way to fix the paperwork. 

Faith is a gift, Christian community is a gift; worship, children’s choirs and that 

moment when teenagers suddenly make a profound connection with their faith: 

These are all gifts. We could get caught up in the anxiety of paying for it all, or we 

could just say thank you and write the pledge that shows how grateful we are for all 

we have received. 

The Rev. Matthew Woodward is an Englishman on the West Coast of America 

and the Rector of Transfiguration Episcopal Church in San Mateo California. He 

is a recent puppy parent, and loves comics. He has also found stewardship 

ministry to be a real joy, rather than the other thing, in recent years.  

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For reflection 
• Do you get stuck in the 

anxiety of stewardship and 
just how much it takes to 
run a church? 

• What if you started thinking 
about giving by looking at a 
finger painting of Mary and 
Joseph your preschooler, 
face beaming, just brought 
you (still wet) from Sunday 
School? 


