
MINUTES  
Vestry Meeting – May 10, 2017, 7 P.M. 

 
Present: Fr. Richard, Diane Nichols, Lynn Garland, Mary Bridget Burns, Susan Howland, John 
Grant, Tamsin Lucey, Rose Reith, Peg Nelson. 
 
Absent with regrets: Nancy Waugh, Bill Pieczynski 
 
Meeting opened with prayer at 7:05. 
 
Book Discussion – Slow Church Chapter 11 Dinner Table Conversation as a Way of being Church  
 
Motion made to accept the minutes from the April vestry meeting and vestry retreat, emailed 
April 25, 2017, seconded and carried. 
 
A motion was made, seconded and approved to accept the Treasurer’s report. 
 
The electronic giving cards will be hung on the pew hooks and also placed at the back of the 
church. Tracking these deposits will be handled by Chris and Susan and reported to Mick for 
proper credit to the giver. It is anticipated that the number and frequency of these Tithely 
deposits will be few. Electronic giving systems are designed for emotional giving and for 
churches that need cash flow. 
 
Susan offered Embracing Stewardship, about putting stewardship at the heart of a 
congregation’s life, for anyone who is interested in reading it. 
 
A motion was made, seconded and approved to submit an application for an Aubuchon 
Hardware credit account. Authorized users will be Tamsin, Susan and Brian Canty. Those 
account signers can change when necessary. As with any purchase, a purchase order is 
required. 
 
Building Committee –  
Tamsin gave an update on the kitchen renovation. The appropriate town boards and inspectors 
have approved the equipment we propose to use. Carpenter Mike Morin has made a few 
suggestions and that information has been forwarded to Cat for her to include in the design 
drawings. For the Ministry Development Grant, financial information was provided by Mark 
Morin and Gillette. Susan passed out a proposed budget, some of which contains estimated 
numbers. Karen Bodamer from BLC positively reviewed the Ministry Development Grant. A 
motion was made to approve the $10,000 grant application with its attached budget showing 
that the vestry has committed $15,000 toward this project. Seconded and approved. A copy is 
attached to and made a part of these minutes.  



Review  
 
Vestry Retreat – St. Francis statue  
Cat has found a wooden seated St. Francis for $300, which is possibly available at a lesser cost 
in resin. The committee is awaiting plans and will discuss with the lawn mowers when plan is 
finalized. 
 
Next year we will try to schedule the retreat at a time that will accommodate everyone’s 
calendar. 
 
Beautify Southbridge –  
Lynn felt that her involvement in the Southbridge clean-up day was useful, however, she had 
envisioned it as a team- building experience for the church, and it was not. Next year, more 
time will be spent presenting it to the congregation and perhaps the youth can be involved. 
Since it won’t be necessary to work in the gardens, perhaps we can pick another area in our 
immediate neighborhood. John suggested that we need an identifier—a hat, t-shirt, or buttons. 
  
Upcoming events 
 
Garden Event June 3 –  
Tamsin has asked for help in putting up signs talking to the people on the nearby streets to 
remind them of the community garden day on June 3 and that after church on June 4 they can 
bring pots to fill with dirt and plants, provided by the BLC grant. Last year neighborhood youth 
and young teens came, and it was a good community building exercise. Tamsin and Karen 
Bodamer will plan details for what might happen at the church, but she needs people to help as 
she will not be available on that Saturday. Mary Bridget said that she and her husband, who is 
conversant in Spanish, would be able to put up signs and converse. John will talk to Susan about 
also doing this. Tamsin will also talk with local activists about walking the neighborhood. Susan 
suggested that July picnic signs be posted at the same time but that won’t work because DPW 
will tear them down after 6/3.  

 
July 2nd Community Cookout –  
John will cook. Hours are 3-5 pm and the menu will be the same as last year. 
 
  



Clergy Conference –  
Fr. Richard liked the material that was used--Holy Currencies and Stewardship (better thought 
of as electrical current, not money) including the currencies of money, time and place, 
leadership, relationship, truth, and wellness. He will consider how we might use this material. 
 
Other business 
 
Yard sale –  
Because Rose is not available on Saturdays, an article will be put into Tidings to see if someone 
is interested in organizing. 
 
It was agreed that we will no longer participate in Rice a Rama. For the next agenda, a 
suggestion that we redirect our energies to other outlets, perhaps Cops for Kids. 
  
The vestry moved, seconded and approved adjournment of the business meeting at 9:30.  
 
Respectfully submitted by Peg Nelson, Clerk 
 
Next meeting June 14. 








