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	How are you/is Holy Trinity preparing yourselves/itself to be the Church of the future?

	Open-Ended Response

	

	By recognizing the spiritual, emotional and physical needs of a diverse community, both within our neighborhood and the world at large. Spirituality needs of gay community, physical/spiritual needs of populations in poverty/war stricken countries etc.

	

	I'm beyond very active but can pray.

	it is starting to have more up-to-date activity's

	By combinig traditional service with updated outreach.  Zumba is the best example so far.  A lot of inquiries have made as to who Holy Trinity is and how we practice because of that outreach.  The Lessons and Carols project is an attempt to bring in a "new" tradition by looking at the history of our faith and bringing it to new generations. I feel people are looking for thew safety of tradition and the freshness of new activities withing the church.  The music may have to adapt as well to bring in a younger approach.

	We are open to new styles of worship - Family worship.  We are prepared to try new forms of services - Lessons and Carols.  Everyone without exception is welcome at Holy Trinity services.

	HCT is at present on sandy soil.  Transition at all levels of the Episcopal community has made it a place where people are changing church  or not going to church for the wrong reason(s).  They have not found a “God call” but a people call and that can be an issue.       Calm, communication and clarity should be our mantra.    My stuff    “With the Acolyte program there was an attempt to add a Spiritual side to this form of worship. It is not a better ministry nor a worse one it is an invitation to grow.   The communication must be off on my part and therefore misunderstood.  The approach is a faith based approach which invites everybody( I MEAN EVERYBODY) to training(leader servant) sessions.  I firmly believe that this simple act   or position is what is missing in society and it is up to the church to instill a leadership quality for future and present generations which is no longer being addressed. To some, it may seem a secular issue but the reality is that God has given order and human kind has fallen and stumbled.  We must recognize  our “sin” and go and sin no more.  This is just one way to attempt that.  There is value in taking time for others and this is but one example for that.  Even if you don’t physically participate you are not in the dark as to the efforts made by those who do participate have to go through. The message? “Always open for the adopted family of God to be a cheer leader, participant in practice and a guiding star in implementation.”    God has the plan regardless of our shortcomings  “His will be done.”       I see a bright future in our human efforts to seek the divine. We are as the voice crying in the wilderness.  We need to reflect back on what had worked for a time in the past and re visit all things old which can be new again.....    See above comment,,,  I believe we should have a rally day with advertisement and community (general not the church community) to come and see about us and for us as members to sign up for the use of our God given talents’ and gifts (not always financial needs)

	Just show up

	I just hope it gets better instead of worse.

	By accepting changes in the world around us.

	

	Wow!  This is a doozie!! To contnue just as we are doing.  We are on the right track.

	I don't know.

	Environmentally, Holy Trinity is doing their part to protect the Earth and those who will inhabit it after us.  Through recycling, conservation and understanding/knowledge Holy Trinity is making efforts to be "green" which will help us create a sustainable future for the church.      I also feel Family Worship is an important part of what are future is.  While we do not have many young families, it is those young families that will be our future.  I feel keeping the youth actively engaged is one step of many, to keep Holy Trinity moving forward.

	I am getting things in place for the many, many people that I beleive God is sending us.  I believe that our population is going to expand beyond anyone's expectations and many who are lost wil not be so for long! Very exciting!  I am: Readying information on Episcopalianism. Spreading his word through acts of love.  Telling anyone who will listen about God and his personal love for them no matter who they are.

	I believe HTC is preparing itself for the future by making sincere efforts to include a wide variety of members (married, single, female, male, gay, straight, local, new, etc.) in the ministries.

	I keep an open mind.

	HTC has begun discussions on getting the parishes financial affairs in order. From my perspective, this is the first time this has occurred since I arrived at the church.  Also, reaching out tho the local neighborhood through opening the church for Spanish language services.

	Holy Trinity's uncertain financial status makes it difficult to prepare for the present let alone the future.  The solution would be greater membership, but all traditional denominations are struggling.

	Involvement in the Partnership for Missional Church has prepared us to be more mission focused.  Building relationships in the community to share resources. Listening and asking the question about new ministries "Does this align with our vision and mission?".

	Sometimes it feels like we are just trying to stay alive.  However, the biggest thing that Holy Trinity does is to be open and affirming.  Our doors our shut to none.  We have the ability to look at anyone and say, "You are welcomed and you are loved."  When new people come to Holy Trinity is it generally because they are seeking shelter from other denominations where there are limitations on who is acceptable.

	We have a family worship program that provides "Sunday School" that includes our young families, the future of our program.  Also, we have a large senior population who cannot sustain the parish, and we're not replacing them with young families.

	Up until very recently, HTC was not preparing itself to be the Church of the future.  In November 2008, the parish joined a small group of churches in the diocese in the Partnership for Missional Church.  Through this 4-year process, lay leaders grew and were empowered to look outside the church walls, start to think creatively about the future and tackle tough challenges.     Over this past year, the vestry, from the grass roots, chose to become more educated about the role of the vestry through webinars and vestry leadership workshops at the diocese. A newly formed finance committee started to look realistically at the financial health of the parish and worked to stabilize the parish’s endowment fund. In the last 6 months, the young parents have joined forces to initiate Family Church, as there was a desire for a new model of youth Christian Formation.     On a personal level, I prepare myself by reading a variety of resources on the state of the church and I attend Diocesan, Provincial and National Church conferences, workshops and events, and attempt to be a resource for Holy Trinity Church.

	The past two years have been about meeting our neighbors. We've met some and started conversations about where HTC fits into the neighborhood. We're preparing by seeking out new leadership and defining ministries that need to be let go so that others can grow. We're understanding that we need to be true to ourselves and hear what God is saying, rather that do things just because that's the way it's always been done.

	

	I think so. There are God moments and sometimes I don't slow down enough to realize that God has answered a prayer.

	Actively searching and discerning our leading

	Beginning to look at opening our doors and options to new things like "family church"  and to the Latino community, in some way.

	

	We are recognizing our financial situation and are attempting to work within those constraints.  We are accepting of all family compositions.  We are striving to find compelling programs for youth while continuing to nurture the expectations of our elderly.

	By personal bible study, and by cooperating with the leadership in their recommendations, by attending church on Sunday and whenever it is possible at other times.

	Through the PMC process we have been listening to God's voice for us in our community, the ministries that we can provide to  ourselves and others. We have started Family Sundays twice a month, and have Gatherings at HTC on two Tuesdays a month for children and families.  We welcome neighbors and newcomers to these.    We are now preparing our HTC profile and a search committee will be calling a rector.  We are in transition, and preparing ourselves for a new priest to lead us.

	With the changing of times I believe that each of us and the church her self has to grow and understand all that is and all that was and be open minded to all this is changing and be ready to adapt to the future. With that said no one should lose their direction of what is most important " Gods word and his forgiveness"

	Trying different ways of reaching people with the gospel and different ways of bringing people into the church, of making the church a friendly place to invite people, as with Zumba.

	Holy Trinity is trying to become a familiar part of our neighborhood and community in general.

	I believe many of us realize that the "traditional" church will not be the church of the future. We need to take what the church means to us, to people, where they live, work and play. We need to reach out and form relationships with others and through example show them the benefits of living a life in Christ. Through opening the church to other groups (Zumba, Tai Chi, AA, ) and participating in community activities( Ecumenical Coat Closet, Tuesday evenings) we are beginning to be the Church of the future.

	i wait to hear about the new minister.   i guess i am preparing myself more than the church. i am a long time parishioner who has done this and that for many years and taken a much needed break. i have searched to see how i can be involved without the huge commitment some of the "jobs" entail.

	We have in play many programs and or services,which I believe will make us a church of the future

	


