Question 6
	6

	Describe Holy Trinity’s involvement in either the wider church or geographical region.

	Open-Ended Response

	Keep to church open and solvent and attempt to draw others into membership.

	See # 5

	Here again I think HTC must first be concerned with HTC's needs and future for if they can't be met i'm not sure the wider church will be of concern. I may be wrong but I don't feel the diocese is very concerned about HTC's future.

	Active in ecumenical activities in area.

	it is has members all over worcester county

	Holy Trinity is a member of the Diocese of Western Massachusetts and is part of a lively ecumenical society.  Holy Trinity also established one of the oldest accords between an episcopal and a catholic church.We are well known in the religious community in our area as a church of service.

	Holy Trinity Parishioners are involved at a disocean level and have supported various wider church organizations.

	HTC participates in the Regional Episcopal diocese and therefore I would have to assume on a national level.  We have the availability to participate in ecumenical forums and know we have had some representation in the local committee and outreach which in my opinion seem to set their main agendas away from Southbridge(where those in need may be and are accessible) to Sturbridge (old politics or church structure and scarcity of parishioner mentality, in that group where  those in need or who may participate need to travel , usually on foot to get access to the “happening”.  I know this because I have been to meeting where they say stuff like” Southbridge doesn’t have good parking and their green is noisy and hard to get too. I SMELL FEAR!”)

	Don't know

	

	Ecumenical involvement  Foreign mision work

	Where we found needs & had direction, we were glad to be of help.

	I think we are open to everyone's needs here and everywhere.

	I haven't had a chance to see it for myself.  Sometimes they do programs to help the poor in Southbridge, and have tables at events in the area.

	

	Ecumenism in our community actually began between Holy Trinity and Notre Dame.  We are always willing to step forward to help with whatever we have.  (Many around Holy Trinity seem to think that we will "not have enough").  I trust God to let us know what to do with our resources.  I just keep hearing people express this sentiment instead of the only one that makes sense...we are limited, GOD is limitless.  If we all BELIEVE that GOD does not have ENOUGH, how is he supposed to impart it to us?  Isn't this attitude what jesus was talking about when he reviewed the feeding of the fishes with his disciples after they (not Jesus, the disciples) were fearful of what the Pharises could do to them? God had just produced two miracles in front of them that they were actually involved in (how many baskets of scraps did you pick up?).  The Apostles, like we, put Gods abilities and placed them in an "ordinary box".  They forgot as soon as they did it.

	HTC is an active participant in the Southbridge community through numerous outreach efforts. HTC members are also active in the Diocese.

	

	Geographical region = supply food for pantry at Catholic Church in Southbridge; opening of the church to the community on Tuesday eenings

	???

	A missions plate at the communion rail for oversees mission, UTO collection and parish sponsored adopted child through childreach.

	Most of our efforts seem focused on taking care of holes in the social safety net in the town of Southbridge.  Through our mission plate, we do participate in larger issues like purchasing mosquito nets, feeding programs and a multitude of other programs in 3rd and 2nd world countries.  We also have parish sponsored children about the globe.

	Without a full-time minister, I believe that it is impossible to widen our geographical area.  A part-time minister or a partnering minister would be limited on time.

	There are a few individual parish members who are engaged with the wider church, but overall the parish is inward looking and parochial.  Over the last 3 years through the Partnership for Missional Church process, there has been an intentional effort to reach out to the local neighborhood, primarily food ministries. There is a free coat closet, an ecumenical project housed and administered by Holy Trinity leaders. There is a dedicated mission’s plate whose funds go to overseas  mission and ministry. Individual parish members, as they become the face of Christ at their work place and in the community.

	HTC takes advantage of the Western MA wider church (Diocese) programs like stewardship with Bruce Rockwell and PMC with Bill Coyne.

	

	Of all the churches in Southbridge, Holy Trinity's inviting neighbors and beyond to attend church events has been very successful. It has helped our church to grow a little in membership.

	There is participation in the Diocese and the Partnership for Missional Church

	We have had a fairly successful ecumenical participation with other local churches I feel and the Taize service is another great way to open up to other churches as well but more can be done.

	St. Mary's Food Pantry  Website

	Our wardens participate in Diocesan meetings, we have persons who are involved with the Diocesan ECW, we are represented in the regional ecumenical group, we provide VBS and Family Worship nights to the community, we house the community's winter coat closet, and we are exploring cooperative services with the loc, al Lutheran Church.

	The ministry of providing food for our neighbors. ( Meal in a bag) Through the prayers of the people during worship services,. By providing winter coats cooperatively with other churches. By AA meetings in H.T.

	We have been part of PMC for the past several years with other churches, and we participate in ecumenical programs in our community.  We participated recently in the Ordination and Consecration of Bishop Douglas Fisher, our new western dioscesen bishop. We pray weekly for many churches local and abraid to strengthen the Church.  We sponsor children from around the world, and we have  sponsored a  minister from Zimbabwe for his continuing education.

	

	Holy Trinity sends delegates to the diocesan and national meetings.  It has been active in the local ecumenical group of churches, sending a choir to ecumenical worship services, helping to lead study groups in the Living Faith Series.  It participated in the PMC process with several other churches.

	Holy Trinity is a member of the Ecumenical Fellowship Community.  We have participated in the Coat Closet ministry, the Easter Sunrise Service at Old Sturbridge Village, Lenten programs.

	Holy Trinity financially supports the wider church. Members of the church serve on diocesesan committees and have served as delegates to both the diocesesan convention and the national convention. One member in particular is very active in the efforts of the ECW at all levels of the church.  There is also an intentional effort to support the mission efforts of the wider church.

	i like the wayTamsin and others have engaged the neighborhood into our daily life!

	Through the geographical region we have brought our church community closer together.by answering questions parrisioner may have during this time that we are searching for a new pastor.

	


