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Rector: In Transition 
 
Deacon: The Reverend Mary K. Hicks 
(Retired) Home: (508) 434-2701 
 
Secretary: Chris Bolte 
 Office: (508) 765-9559 
 Tuesday       9:00 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. 
  Thursday     9:00 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. 
 E-mail: 

holytrinitysouthbridge@gmail.com 
 Web site: holytrinitysouthbridge.org 
 
Organist/Choirmaster: In Transition 
 
Sexton: Kenneth Bisson 
 
Senior Warden: Lana Pieczynski 
                          Home: (508) 347-7693 
 
Junior Warden: Nancy Waugh 
                         Home: (413)245-3307 

Holy Trinity is called to recognize, communicate and celebrate God’s presence within, among and around us. 

A LETTER FROM YOUR WARDENS:  TRANSITION PHASE UPDATE 

First and foremost, thanks to all of you for helping us to say a very warm goodbye with heartfelt apprecia-

tion to Pastor Mary & Ray on October 14th.  It was a wonderful celebration of their joint ministry but also a 

sad day for Holy Trinity. Pastor Mary and Ray have left us with a very strong legacy that we should all be 

excited to carry through.  Let's see what God has in store for us!" 

 So, on to transition details!  We wanted to update you on the status of clergy arrangements for the next 

couple of months. The Rev. Judith Freeman-Clark will serve as our supply priest from November until the 

end of January. She is a retired Episcopal priest and has most recently served as interim rector at Trinity 

Episcopal Church in Milford while Father Mac was on a three month sabbatical.  She will be with us on Sun-

days for the 8:00 and 10:15 services and will be available to us for consultation, if needed, via email or 

phone during the week. She will also be available for pastoral emergencies as they arise in our parish.  Judith 

is very excited to be a part of Holy Trinity during this transition phase.    

We also have formulated a transition list consisting of all of those tasks that previously Pastor Mary & Ray 

were handling that now need to covered by parishioners.  (Thanks to Tamsin Lucey, Jean Frost, Suzy Sharp, 

and Susan Howland for helping to tackle this list.)  We are making good progress on ensuring each task is 

accounted for and nothing "falls through the cracks".  That being said, one of the largest tasks will be open-

ing and closing the church building for Sunday services and for special rentals. If you would like to be part 

of the rotating schedule to be an opener or closer, please let us know.                        …..continued on page 2 
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Thanksgiving Pies 
 We are offering homemade pies in time for the Thanksgiving Holiday.   The selection will 
be the same as last year – Traditional Apple and Dutch Apple Pies, Apple Crisp, Pumpkin 

and Pecan Pies.   Please look for the order forms in the Sunday service bulletins and place 
your orders early.  If you receive Tidings online, you can print and use the attached order 
form.  Don’t forget to invite neighbors, friends, family and co-workers to place an order as 
well!   Pie preparation will be taking place in November.  Anyone interested in helping to 
make pies should contact Tamsin for exact dates and times.  Donations of ingredients to 

help offset the costs are always welcome. 
 

Tamsin Lucey - (508)347-1414 or abritabroad@charter.net 

A Letter from your Wardens continued from page 1…. 

 

The hope is that there will be enough people on that rotation that a person would only have to open or 

close once every couple of months.  Tamsin is compiling a comprehensive checklist of exactly what 

needs to happen when you open or close church, so it would be a matter of following those tasks closely. 

   On another note, Nancy and I are working through the parish member list and coming up with names 

of people to serve on two committees: the Parish Profile committee and the Priest Search commit-

tee.  This list will be discussed and voted on at our November 5th vestry meeting. Please pray for Nancy 

and I and this entire discernment process as we move into the next phase of God's plan for our parish. 

We would like to also give a special thanks to Ken Bisson (sexton) and Chris Bolte (administrative assis-

tant) for their commitment and devotion to our parish. Pastor Mary has commented often on how blessed 

we are to have such talented and capable staff members and we will make sure that they are not taken for 

granted in the Gustafson's absence. Also, a special thanks goes out to our vestry members. Certainly, 

vestry members' expectations during the course of a "normal" year are considerable and during a transi-

tion phase they become that much more so.  They have served tirelessly and with great commitment to 

the parish-wide tasks at hand.  They each take this service in God's name very seriously. Thank you Ves-

try! 

As we near the end of 2012, please take some time to reflect and prayerfully consider nominating your-

self or someone else for a vestry position in 2013. There are several open vestry positions that will need 

to be filled. 

   We are so grateful for this parish family and for each and every one of you. Although this can be an 

uncertain time as we move into this transition phase, it is also a great opportunity to listen and look for 

God's hand in our lives, as individuals and collectively as a parish.  God has special plans for us and we 

are excited to live into His preferred and promised future.  

 

In Christ's Service, 

Lana Pieczynski, Sr. Warden 

Nancy Waugh, Jr. Warden 
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GATHERING ON HAMILTON STREET 

We continue to offer a hot and hearty homemade soup to all who enter the door on the first and 
third Tuesday of every month.  You are invited to join us on Tuesday, November 6th , and Tuesday, 
November 20th , for some homemade soup.  The church doors are open at 4:00 p.m. and soup is 

ready at 5:00 p.m.  Family Worship starts at 6:00 p.m. All are invited to come and participate.  Bible 
study follows at 7:30 p.m.   Anyone interested in helping to make soup is welcome to come anytime 

after 4:00 p.m.  Hope to see you there! 
~Tamsin Lucey 

ZUMBA FITNESS CLASSES AT HTC 
The Zumba fitness classes we offer to the community continue to be well received.  We will con-

tinue to offer a 1 hour class classes every Wednesday at 6:15 p.m. until further notice.   Scheduled 
cancelations will be announced in the Sunday Service Bulletins and on the Holy Trinity website.  

There will be no class on  Wednesday,  November 21st.   Zumba is an energetic, done at your own 
pace, Latin dance exercise program.  Come join the fun – 16 and over!  Questions? See Bridgette 

Bachand or Tamsin Lucey 
 
 

DEACON’S CORNER 
 
My  cup runneth over!!  For two glorious weeks I have had family visiting from Oregon.   The first 
week I had my granddaughter Claire, her husband Don and the star of the show, 31/2 month old 

Collins Elizabeth plus my son and Claire's father, John. John remained another lovely week. His fa-
ther lives at Big Alum so he had a full schedule. 

 

John took me to church on the 21st. It was good to have Mark Hatch back with us and to hear Ed 
Farrell. His sermon was spot on. If you want to do the readings for that day, they are Isaiah 53:4-12, 
Hebrews 5:1-10 and Mark 10:25-45. Some of what I heard was: Yes, the Gustafsons have left; Yes, 

things will be different for a while; Yes, plans are in place, things will go forward as usual . . . well, not 
as usual, but they will go onward. God is saying to us: Yes, the Gustafsons have left us and we will 
miss them. We were use to them and we don't like to face change, but isn't God reminding us that 

He has not moved. He is still here, listening to us, guiding us, and He is not ever leaving. Maybe this 
is a time when we need to TRUST God, tell him our fears--and our hopes--and let Him do His work. 

Meantime, what is my work in this interim?. What is yours? That is what we need to be about. 
 

May new life and growth come to each of us during this period of Holy Trinity history and to our 
church as a family. 

 

Blessings, 
Mary Hicks (retired Deacon) 
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PASTOR MARY AND RAY’S NEW ADDRESS 
 

Rev. Mary & Ray Gustafson 
1840 University Ave. W. Apt. 201 

St. Paul, MN 55104 

NOVEMBER 

 BIRTHDAYS 
  2 -Mary Demers 

  2 -Peter Howland 

  3 -Victor Hill 

  4 -Katelyn Anderstrom 

  6 -Barbara Kalber 

  8 -Paige Spooner 

  8 -Carolyn Anderstrom 

16 -Karen Zacher 

17 -Hope Wilson 

21 -Ken Bisson 

23 -Lana Pieczynski 

23 -Josh Spooner 

25 -Eileen DeMings 

26 -Caitlin Butz 

29 -Jaimie Bair 

 
If we are missing anyone or have 

the wrong date for this month’s list, 
please contact the office.   

Youth Christian Formation 

Join us for Family Worship in Blakely Hall 
2nd / 4th Sundays 10:15 am 
1st/3rd Tuesdays 6:00 pm 

Community Harvest 
Supper Thank You 

 

Thank you to all that at-
tended and brought a 

“squash crock-pot dish” and/
or an apple dessert.   You all 

made it the success that it 
was.  Look for the Commu-
nity Harvest Supper again 

next year and plan to join us.   
~ Tamsin Lucey 

“MEAL-IN-A-BAG” MINISTRY FOR THE ST. MARY’S FOOD PANTRY 

In October, 7 meals-in-a-bag were delivered to St Mary’s Food pantry. Thank you for continuing 
to bring in food for this ministry: Each month, we each come together with a “loaf or fish” and col-

lectively provide a meal for a family in need.  This ministry only exists because of the support 
from parishioners.  The labels for ingredients to the winter recipes are now on the board at the 

back of the church.  Please take a label or two from the board and bring the food to church for the 
4th Sunday – November 25th. 

 
With Love, Peace and Joy, in our hearts and Service & Ministry on our minds. Pat Bair, Marlene 

Duke, JoAnne Markey, Josh Spooner, and Tamsin Lucey. 

WELCOME!  
Beginning Sunday,       

November 4th, we would 
like to welcome Rev.     

Judith Clark who will be 
preaching and celebrating 

with us at our Sunday   
worship services.  Please 
stop by after service on 

November 4th and       
welcome her!! 

OFFICE HOURS 
 

The office will be open on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays from 9:00 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. 
unless otherwise noted in the bulletin.   



 

Tidings of Holy Trinity-November 2012  5              
 

GIVE AN ANIMAL FOR CHRISTMAS!! 
Many of our Christmas carols cite the fact that Jesus was born where animals were kept.   So what could be more appro-

priate than to give an animal to the needy on His Birthday through the World Vision mission?!   Some animals produce eggs, 
some give milk and all are a real blessing to their recipients.  Last year we raised $863 for this project and were able to as-
sist a good number of families.  If you would like to give one of the following, please specify on an envelope or check what 
you would like to have sent: 

 $25: Two Chickens 
 $30: Three Ducks 
 $75: One Goat 
 $100: One Goat and Two Chickens 
Also, if you would like to give any of the above in honor of a family member or friend, please give your gift before Decem-

ber 15th and include their name and address so that we might send them a card informing them of it.  Please make a special 
note so the Collectors will put it in the Missions mail slot in Blakely Hall .. or get the information to me personally. 

The Missions Plate is located at the front of the church.  Gifts may be given during Holy Eucharist.  The total Missions 
plate giving to October 14th was $2,595.09  or $61.79/wk.  After disbursing $500 to the Farms, International short-term loan 
program, we already have $137.09 (=one goat, two chickens and three ducks+!) for this Christmas emphasis. 

Again, thanks for helping others in His Name! 
 

Cordially in Christ,  John A. Lindsay, Missions Chair 

THANK YOU!!! 
So many “thank yous”  to so many hands that put together a most memorable “Farewell Party” on Sunday, October 14th, to 

send the Gustafsons on their journey to a new chapter in their lives. 
 

It all began when we sat down with a list of people who could help bring this together.  The list began to expand as people 
came to us and asked, “What can I bring?” 

 
We ended up with a really great “set up” crew, bakers, sandwich makers, quiche makers, cheese and cracker trays, beauti-
ful fruit arrangements, two lovely cakes, a fruit punch, coffee, flowers, decorations, a super “clean up” crew and a “break 

down” crew that left Blakely Hall in perfect condition. 
 

To everyone who in any way helped make all this happen, a deep heartfelt “THANK YOU!” 
 

From your Hospitality Coordinator, Barbara Wilson 

EFC AND THE WINTER COAT CLOSET 
      The Ecumenical Fellowship Community is an organization made of up of representatives from area churches. 

Our common mission is to gather together as Christians and show unity and support for each other, through 
monthly meetings.      

One project that has been ongoing for a number of years now is our Winter Coat Closet.  Holy Trinity houses 
the closet because we are in a neighborhood with good visibility and in which the need is greater. The churches funnel their 
donations to the Closet so that all who are cold can come in and get a warm winter coat. Many EFC representatives drop off 

coats on Saturday mornings or during our monthly meetings. 
   

   The Coat Closet is staffed by at least two people per week, one of which will be Mrs. Sally Baum.   We will open on October 
27, 2012 and our last Saturday will be December 22, 2012.  We are always looking for winter coats, hats, mittens, gloves and 

snow pants for men, women, and children.  Larger sizes are in greater demand, as are coats that are suitable for                 
working outside.  Blessings, Eileen DeMings 
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Holy Trinity Church 
 

446 Hamilton Street 
Southbridge, MA 01550 

Office Phone: (508) 765-9559 
E-mail: holytrinitysouthbridge@gmail.com 

Web site: holytrinitysouthbridge.org 
 

 Office Hours: 
Tuesday   9:00 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. 
Thursday 9:00 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. 
 *unless otherwise noted* 

 
Rector—in Transition 

The Reverend Mary Hicks, Retired Deacon 
 

The Episcopal Diocese of Western 
Massachusetts 

The Rt. Reverend Gordon Scruton 
 

Sunday Services 
8:00 a.m. Rite II Holy Eucharist (said) 
10:15 a.m. Rite II Choral Holy Eucharist 

Save These Dates 
 

Tuesdays in November—7:30 p.m.—Bible Study—HTC 

Saturdays in November—9:00 a.m.—Winter Coat Closet 

Tuesdays & Thursdays in November—9:15 a.m.—Morning Prayer 

 

Monday, November 5—6:30 a.m.—Vestry Meeting 

Tuesday, November 6—4:00 a.m.—Gathering on Hamilton Street 

                                        6:00 p.m.—Family Worship 

Wednesday, November 7—6:15 p.m.—Zumba Class 

Sunday, November 11—10:15 a.m.—Family Worship 

Wednesday, November 14—3:45 p.m.—Daughters of the King 

                                              6:15 p.m.—Zumba Class 

Tuesday, November 20—4:00 p.m.—Gathering on Hamilton Street 

                                          6:00 p.m.—Family Worship 

Sunday, November 25—10:15 a.m.—Family Worship 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                           

 

 

 

 

 
Holy Trinity Church, Episcopal 
446 Hamilton Street 
Southbridge, MA 01550 

 
 
 


