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Holy Trinity is called to recognize, communicate and celebrate God’s 
presence within, among and around us. 

A MESSAGE FROM FR. RICHARD SIGNORE 
Dear friends, 
The season is turning from festival and harvest, to something much colder and darker.  The Church colors take 

on a somber purple for Advent, and we are in a suspended animation - waiting to see God act in our midst to es-
tablish the reign of Peace.    It is a season for children; it is a season for soldiers, it is a season for those struggling 
with illness, it is a season for those juggling their bills: all hoping to see God act, waiting…. Waiting……    

 
Learning to wait well is key!   Advent is traditionally a time to renew the old disciplines of prayer, quiet time 

apart with God, reading scripture, and giving for the hungry, naked, the destitute.   When we act on the promise of 
God’s reign, we also see it take shape in our lives.   

 
To start, I suggest using the Advent materials for use in the home, which, we will have available at the parish.  

There are ways to involve the family; for example you can read the prayer for Sunday and one of the scripture 
readings from the bulletin while lighting an Advent wreath candle.  Perhaps before children go to bed, or at grace 
for supper.  The manger can be set up on December 1st (no Jesus yet!) and the animal figure, or the three Kings 
placed several rooms away (they arrive January 6th).  Each day have the children move them a little closer, and 
playfully enter into the sense of anticipation, that the caring of God comes to rest on us. 

 
And be renewed in your love of that Kingdom ushered in by the helpless infant child!! May God bless your Ad-

vent journey! 
 

Fr. Richard + 
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SENIOR WARDEN SPEAKING 

WE are truly blessed and humbled by your generosity – thank you for all the pledges to the Portico Fund 
– over $11,000 THANK YOU.  As the calendar year winds down and the church year begins – we look 
forward to our wait – advent - before the birthday party – Christmas – our celebration of the birth of our 
savior, Jesus.  Come one, come all, and bring family and friends to our party and celebrate Jesus’ birth.  
This year – there are two services of Lessons & Carols and a joyous Family Eucharist Service on Christ-
mas Eve – details of which are elsewhere in this issue of Tidings.  Also look for our advert in the 
Southbridge Evening News, and the Charlton and Sturbridge Villagers!   
 

Following the parish input to the goals survey done Nov 3rd.  Something’s are very obvious – 
• The parish is keen to support several ministry’s including Family Worship, re-establish choir and 

musical offerings and Local Outreach 
• The parish is keen to be good stewards of our building putting prioritize repairs & maintenance 

first and foremost. 
• The parish is keen to get to know Fr. Richard and Nina, and build relationships among Rector and 

ministry teams.  
• The parish is keen to find ways to encourage people to share their gifts and talents, come together 

for church gatherings and share children’s events with the local community.  
 

You will find evidence throughout this issue of Tidings of how we are already moving forward with some 
of these things: for example connecting with West St. School, Family Worship involvement with the 
Christmas Eve Service, and the Jan, 6th for the Agape Pot Luck Supper and Eucharist.   At the annual 
meeting Jan 19th -  you will have the opportunity to pen your name to the actions that you would like to be 
involved with that will make these goals happen.  Only with your hands and feet, those of Jesus on    
Hamilton Street, will these goals become reality.  We look forward to another exciting year 2014 at Holy 
Trinity Church! 
 

As you enter the foyer door you will notice some changes – the library has moved!  There will be a      
library downstairs in one of the rooms under the parish hall, although that vision is not yet complete the 
vision for the foyer is materializing slowly – watch for notice boards – showing to One and All that walk 
through our door – who we are and what we are about! 
 

I ask for your continued prayers for those, as yet unknown, who will answer the call to join the vestry in 
2014.  With continued faithful hearts and strong stewardship we forth knowing that, through the Holy 
Spirit, God is guiding us to his preferred and promised future for us to be the hands and feet of Jesus on 
Hamilton St. Southbridge. 
 

If you have comments, concerns or questions please know that I am always available via email           
abritinusa@gmail.com or cell phone 774 200 4279.  

 
With gratitude and blessings  for Christmas and the New Year, Tamsin Lucey 

Be the change you wish to see in the world.  Mahatma Gandhi 

ANNUAL MEETING REPORTS 

If you contribute to the Annual Meeting Report – please know that this is the time to write it! 
It takes some time to compile, format, print and collate this report.  We would like to have it available 

for parishioners to review by Jan 12th therefore…..  
All reports are due to Chris Bolte the Parish Administrator BEFORE Dec. 30th. 

Thank you.   Questions – talk with Tamsin Lucey  
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DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

  

2 – Heather Bousquet   

4 – Marion Piltzecker 

11—Mick Kalber 

11—Violet Spooner 

11 – Mary Burns 

16 – Mary Aloia 

17 – Bill Pieczynski 

25—Jesus Christ 

25—Carol Hanson 

25—Ed Bair 

30—Ada Mae Crosbie 
 

 
If we are missing anyone or have the 

wrong date for this month’s list, 
please contact the office.   

VESTRY MEETING MINUTES AND            

FINANCIAL DOCUMENTS ARE AVAILABLE 

BY REQUEST.   IF YOU WOULD LIKE A 

COPY, PLEASE CONTACT CHRIS BOLTE, 

PARISH  ADMINISTRATOR, DURING         

OFFICE HOURS OR BY EMAIL. 

HOLYTRINITSOUTHBRIDGE@GMAIL.COM 

OR 508-765-9559  

TUESDAY OR THURSDAY. 

IN DECEMBER THERE WILL BE IN DECEMBER THERE WILL BE IN DECEMBER THERE WILL BE IN DECEMBER THERE WILL BE 

ONE WORSHIP SERVICE AT ONE WORSHIP SERVICE AT ONE WORSHIP SERVICE AT ONE WORSHIP SERVICE AT     

9:30 a.m.9:30 a.m.9:30 a.m.9:30 a.m.    

LIKE US ON FACEBOOK!  HOLY TRINITY CHURCH SOUTHBRIDGE 

Stewardship involves joyous acts of thanksgiving in response to all 
that God has entrusted to us.  

 
THANK YOU TO ALL WHO PLEDGED 
TO HELP RESTORE THE PORTICO.  

Bethlehem  

Lutheran Church 

Christmas Eve Services 

6:30pm and 11:00pm 

 

HOLY TRINITY CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE 
 Please join us to celebrate the Birth of our 

Savior on December 24th at 4:30 pm in the 
Sanctuary at Holy Trinity! Father Richard Si-
gnore will be with us as guest priest. At this 
Family Eucharist Service, the Gospel lesson 
will be presented as a Children’s Nativity by 

Family Worship members. This lovely candle-lit 
service with Christmas hymns is the party at 

which we celebrate the birth of  
Jesus.  Please invite your whole 

family and friends to join us!  
 



 

Tidings of Holy Trinity– December 2013 4 

LOAVES AND FISHES MINISTRY 

Thank you for bringing in Brown Bags full of food. At the end of November 8 bags were taken to the 
Food Pantry housed at Blessed John Paul II.  The results of the-Goals Survey clearly show that we are a 
parish that aspires to support local ministry - thank you for responding so faithfully.   Please continue to 
support by taking a Brown Bag on Sunday 1st December, the bags with suggestions for donations can be 
found by the doorway to the sanctuary. Separate lists will also be available. Please take a bag or list and 
give as you are able. Please return the bag/your donation, by Sunday 29th December when bags will be 

blessed.  
 

With Love, Peace and Joy, Service & Ministry, Tamsin Lucey 

DEACON’S CORNER 
 
Dear Family at Holy Trinity, 
I am back in my apartment after nearly 3 months at Overlook Rehab, first with pain from 1st hip 

operation where 3 pins shifted and rubbed against aging bones, causing great pain.  Then the 
decision to risk the hip operation as I could no longer endure the pain.  Word went out for prayer.  
Your prayer warriors started in, even organizing a prayer vigil during the active operation, which I 
did come through.  I cannot thank you enough for your prayer support.  I could feel it undergird-
ing what was going on.  You continued to pray as I worked on recovery (and still am working on 
it!).  My family joins me in thanking you for your work of prayer support for us and hospital staff.  
You were a vital part of the successful operation and my continuing recovery.  The unseen work, 
and often results, of prayer are God’s work, working through you.  Yes, you! 

 
Love and blessings, 
Mary Hicks 

Pranaya-what??? 

"Pranayama" is the Sanskrit word for breath control, or breathing practices.  Mindful breathing practices 
have all sorts of health benefits, such as strengthened immunity, clarity of mind, stress reduction, and re-
lief of insomnia symptoms.  

 

"All Can Do" Kripalu Yoga classes emphasize various breathing practices and coordinating breath with 
movement; they help you feel great and give you a better chance of retaining your sanity throughout the 
holiday season! 

 

Try out a class for free; if you like it or would like to give a 6-class passcard as a gift, in November and 
December the passcards are 10% off: $45 for 6 classes. 

 

Wednesdays ~ 9 - 10:15am 

Thursdays     ~ 5:30 - 6:16pm 

  
Please contact the instructor, Sharon Palmer, for more information or to register: 
(413) 245-3474 or palmer00013@gmail.com 
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A SERVICE OF LESSONS AND CAROLS 

Lessons and Carols, is a traditional service. What is this service you ask? – Well, just that! Lessons 
(readings) and carols (songs) telling the story of Jesus' birth. The congregation will have the opportunity to 

sing all the favorite carols of Christmas! There is nothing else, just listening and singing! 
 

There are two opportunities for you to experience our lay lead family service of Lessons and Carols Sun-
day December 22nd at 4:00 pm when children, 3 to 90 will read (such special simple joys!) And Sunday 
December 29th at 9:30 p.m. with special music ensemble will accompany the singing (you won’t want to 

miss this one!) 
 

Invite family and friends to join you for a Christmas service that will be relaxing, joyful, and uplifting, 
new and different but traditional and familiar as well! 

 
Hot chocolate and cookies will be served in the church after the 4:00 p.m. service on Sunday 22nd De-

cember.   Hospitality hour, as usual, after the 9:30 a.m. service on Sunday 29th  
December. We look forward to seeing you at both!  

Questions: contact Tamsin Lucey. 

The Greening of the Church for Christmas will be  
Sunday, December 22nd after the 9:30 a.m. service. 

Please join us as we “green” the church ready for  
Christmas – bringing new life into the church as we 
 Celebrate the birth of Jesus – the new life in us. 

 

CHRISTMAS PIESCHRISTMAS PIESCHRISTMAS PIESCHRISTMAS PIES    

Take the stress out of dessert for Christmas.  Traditional Apple and Dutch      
Apple Pies, Apple Crisp, and Pumpkin Pies are available for Christmas.  All you 
have to do is cook or reheat them!   Please look for the order forms on the table 
in the Narthex.  Don’t forget to invite neighbors, friends, family and co-workers to 

place an order as well!  All proceeds support the operating costs of  
Holy Trinity Church. 

~Tamsin Lucey (774) 200-4279 or abritinusa@gmail.com 

Youth Christian Formation 

Join us for Family Worship in 
Blakely Hall 

December 8 & 22 @ 9:30 am. 

 

 

Please donate 
small paper 
bags with   
handles for 
gifts of soup/

bread to      
visitors. 

Advent Materials for Adults 
and Teens are in the Narthex 

on the display cabinet – 
please help yourself. 
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CHRISTMAS MEMORIALS 
During Christmas services this year, you may wish to have a loved one remembered or to express special 

thanks to God for His blessings in your life.  To do so, please complete this form and return it with your 

donation to the Church office by Sunday, December 22nd. The money for these memorials is used for 

flowers given to God’s glory as we celebrate the Nativity of Our Lord. 

Exact wording of memorial will be:  Christmas gifts for flowers are given to the Glory of God… 
 
If this gift is in memory of one who has died, choose one of the following: 

                          ____ in Thanksgiving for the life of __________________________________ 

                                                       (Name of your loved one or ones) 

 OR 

____ in Loving Memory of ________________________________________ 

                                                                (Name of your loved one or ones) 

 OR 

If this gift is in Thanksgiving of a living person, choose the following: 

 ____ in Thanksgiving for the Blessing of _____________________________ 

                                                                                                                                                                                                 (Name of person or blessing)   
 

ALL DEDICATIONS: PLEASE NOTE WHO THE MEMORIAL/THANKSGIVING IS GIVEN BY: 

Given by____________________________________ 

 (Your Name/Names -Please use exact wording you would like to have published. You may, for example,   “by his family” or “by her husband” followed by your                  

                                       name or you may simply use your name(s).] 

 

Please return this information sheet, along with your offering (no donation is too small), to the church office or drop it into the 

offering plate by Sunday, December 22nd.  Please make checks payable to Holy Trinity Church with the notation “Christmas 

Memorials” on the memo line.  **Do you know someone who would appreciate Christmas flowers from the church? Please write 

their name and address here so that the Altar Guild can arrange to bring them flowers:  
 
  

HOLY TRINITY CHURCH’S ANNUAL MEETING 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 19, 2014 

8:45 AM-9:15 AM—Presentation of the 2014  budget, in the parish hall 

9:30 AM—Eucharist Service incorporating the Annual Meeting—in Sanctuary 

11:00 AM—Hospitality & conversation in the Parish Hall 

“Thank you to ALL 
those who helped 
make the pies! 
Your help was  
significant -  

together we did it!   

  
 

 

EPIPHANY POTLUCK AGAPE MEAL 
Including Family Eucharist, in the Parish Hall 

JANUARY 6, 2014 
Friends and Families share supper, hymns, readings, and 

communion ‘round the same table.   

 More details to come in the January Tidings!  
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THE MISSION PLATE  
 For the month of December our donations to the mission plate will go to Heifer International to purchase 

life-changing gifts that will help families become self-sustaining.  Please look through  The Most Impor-

tant Gift Catalogue in the World.  So many animals and gifts to fit your budget!  I can't wait to see if our 

parishioners choose goats, pigs, ducks, chicks, trees, bees, rabbits, or even a biogas stove.  What I love 

about these gifts is that they are passed on to other individuals and families. They  truly are gifts that 

keep on giving.  And please notice that a gift to Nepal is DOUBLED - one goat becomes two! 

 

  Peace and Christmas blessings to all!           

Suzy Sharp                                    

PLAYGROUND TOYS 
West Street School is just up the road from Holy Trinity.  The parish response to the goals 
survey clearly shows our love and interest in supporting those in need in our neighborhood.  

So we will continue our local outreach to this community and will still collect playground toys 
that can be used by the children at recess. Please bring your donations of balls, hula hoops, jump ropes, etc. to 

church and put them in the large tote at the back of the church.  Thank You. 

There will be a gathering of children and adults         

interested in participating in this year’s Christmas   

Nativity Story, December 8th after 

the 9:30am service.  

HOLY TRINITY  EPISCOPAL CHURCH WOMEN 
TWENTY-THIRD ANNUAL  

CHRISTMAS COOKIE SALE 
SUNDAY MORNING, DECEMBER 15, 2013  

following the 9:30 a.m. service 
 

Please bake some of your favorite Christmas cookies to sell at the cookie sale.  
Or, come and buy a selection for Advent and Christmas. 

 
50% of the proceeds will go to the West Street School and 50% will go to      

support building a teaching kitchen for the catering school at the Women’s 
Training Center in Kumasi, Ghana; a project of Betsy Fisher,  

the Bishop’s wife. 
 

 Drop off cookies Sunday morning 12/15 or by other arrangement.  Questions? Call or email  
Tamsin Lucey  abritinusa@gmail.com ~ 774-200-4279 
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October Financial Report 
  
On the income side, fundraising and plate offerings are over budget; rental income and pledge income are un-
der budget. 
On the expense side oil is over budget, but ½ of the 2014 heating season is paid in advance. A few lines are 
under budget. 
Total income for the operating budget is $105,777 through 10/31/13. 
Total expense from the operating budget is $84,039 through 10/31/13. 
With a healthy designated bank balance, money was reserved in various funds (See statement of financial po-
sition.) 
The Portico and Column bill will come due soon and  funds are reserved to pay that bill.  

Portico and column restoration update 
We are most happy to report that the portico and column restoration project is finished just in 

time for Thanksgiving and Advent…Thanks Be to God! Through the generosity and love of our 
parish members, $11,245 was pledged for this restoration and original architectural elements of 

our building have been reconstructed and preserved.  A picture is worth 1000 words….. 

Called to Serve on Vestry? 
Vestry members serve to do God Work of making “church happen” whatever that involves! 

Our vestry comprises, Sr. & Jr. Warden, Treasurer, Clerk and 6 vestry members.  I am delighted to let 
you know that all the current officers (each serve for 1 yr. at a time) and members (who serve for 1, 2 or 

3 yrs.) have offered to serve another year. The vestry year starts at the annual meeting – Jan 19th by 
which time we should have a full complement of vestry members in place.  We are thankful and blessed 
to know that at least one person has agreed to share their gifts and serve a 3yr term on the vestry.  We are 
currently “in search” for a parishioner to serve a 1yr and a 2yr. term.  If you are interested to know what 

happens at vestry meetings please come to the next vestry meeting Monday 9th Dec. 7:15 p.m. at the 
church.  Please talk with either the senior or Junior Warden (Tamsin and Nancy) if you are at all curious, 

we look forward to starting conversations with you!    

ALTAR FLOWERS—Please sign up for altar flowers on the sheet in the back of the 
church.  There is a new sheet for 2014.  You may provide your own flowers or make your 
dedication anonymous.  Please help adorn our altar.  No donation is too small!!! 
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STEWARDSHIP NEWS 
The year is almost over and we look forward to 2014. We have much to be thankful for this year as a parish. 
God’s abundant blessings were shared at the Commitment Sunday brunch on Sunday November 3, 2013.    

Parishioners were asked to share with another person how their faith had flourished at Holy Trinity in          
this year of transition. 

 
The 2014 budget developed by the Finance Committee was presented by Susan Howland. 

 
God has answered many prayers this year. We are thankful for calling a new rector, a successful Vacation 

Bible school, our family worship service, relationship building with Bethlehem Lutheran Church, stewardship 
of our building and the goals setting. Soon there will be an opportunity for parishioners to review the list of 

actions that will make the goals a reality.  You will be invited to join this process by indicating which actions 
you would like to share your stewardship and invest your time and talent in. 

 
Our stewardship series “Flourish in Faith” has given us the opportunity to reflect on how our faith and giv-

ing are connected. We have received commitments for 79% of the dollars needed to balance our 2014 budget. 
If you have not made a commitment to Holy Trinity for 2014 and need a form there are forms located in the 

back of the church. 
 

For all our blessings and your faithfulness to our ministries we are truly grateful. 
Nancy Waugh, Stewardship chair 

Consider Representing Holy Trinity at the 2014 Diocesan Convention 
 On October 26, 2013, I had the privilege of representing our parish as the non-vestry lay delegate to the 122nd Convention 

of the Diocese of Western Massachusetts.  
 

This all-day meeting continues to open my eyes to the fact that our congregation is part of something much larger.    
 

That the convention, lay and clergy representing over sixty parishes met with diocesan leadership to review the diocesan 
budget, be introduced to new clergy, elect diocesan committee members and deputies to the 2015 General Convention, cele-
brate the Eucharist together, listen to Bishop Fisher’s address, hear committee reports, support resolutions and most impor-
tantly - to hear the stories of God’s work being done in our parishes and beyond by members of our diocese.  A few exam-

ples of the exciting work include: participation in two community gardens by Grace Church in the Southern Berkshires and St. 
Andrew’s, North Grafton, recent mission trips to the Dominican Republic and Ghana, a joint choir trip by members of All 

Saints, Worcester and Notre Dame Academy to northern and southern Ireland, and the work of our missionaries,  
Tom and Diane Wilson in El Salvador. 

  
Our bishop’s wife, The Rev. Betsy Fisher, gave a moving presentation about her first project, to support our sister diocese 

in Ghana in its effort to build an instructional kitchen in a vocational training center for women in Kumasi. Our mission plate 
contributions in a coming month will support Betsy’s project. In the meantime, if you are interested in learning more about this 

effort, you can read the article on the diocesan website www.diocesewma.org. Individual contributions are encouraged. 
  

While I have attended Diocesan Convention as your delegate many times in the past, I will not pursue that responsibility in 
2014.  I encourage anyone that is curious and interested to know more of what happens within the diocese and beyond to 

step forward and take my place. Please contact me if you have any questions.  Most likely I will attend the convention, not as 

a voting member but as a guest.  All members of the diocese are welcome to attend. 

Barbara Kalber 
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Holy Trinity Church 
 

446 Hamilton Street 
Southbridge, MA 01550 

Office Phone: (508) 765-9559 
E-mail: holytrinitysouthbridge@gmail.com 
Web site: holytrinitysouthbridge.org 

 
 Office Hours: 

Tuesday   9:00 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. 
Thursday 9:00 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. 
 *unless otherwise noted* 

 
 

The Episcopal Diocese of Western 
Massachusetts 

The Rt. Reverend Douglas Fisher 
 

Sunday Services 
9:30 a.m. Rite II Choral Holy Eucharist 
December 1—Rev.  George Warren 
December 8—Rev. George Warren 
December 15—Rev. Dan Strong 
December 22—Morning Prayer 
December 29—Lessons & Carols 

Save These Dates 
 
Holy Trinity Church 

Tuesday Mornings @ 9:00 a.m.—Coffee and Conversation (except 12/24) 

Saturday Mornings @ 9:00 a.m.—Winter Coat Closet (except 12/28) 

Sunday, December 8—9:30 a.m.—Family Worship 

Monday, December 9—6:45 p.m.—Vestry Meeting 

Sunday, December 15—10:30 a.m.—ECW Christmas Cookie Sale  

Monday, December 16—7:00 p.m.—Stewardship Prayer Group 

Sunday, December 22—9:30 a.m.—Family Worship 

                                        10:30 a.m.— Greening of the Church 

                                         4:00 p.m.—Festival of Lessons & Carols 

Tuesday, December 24—4:30 p.m.—Christmas Eve Holy Eucharist                        

                                                           Service with Children’s Nativity 

Sunday, December 29—9:30 a.m.—Christmas Lessons and Carols 

 

__________________________________________________________________ 
 

Class Information 

Mondays @ 1:00 p.m.—Zumba Gold 

Mondays @ 2:15 p.m.—Line Dancing 

Tuesdays @ 6:15 p.m.—Zumba (no class 12/24) 

Wednesdays @ 9:00 a.m.—Yoga (no class 12/25) 

Wednesdays @ 6:30 p.m.—Yoga (no class 12/25) 

Thursdays @ 3:45 p.m.—ChiKung/TaiChi (no class 12/26) 

Thursdays @ 5:30 p.m.—Yoga (no class 12/26) 

Fridays @ 7:30 a.m.—TaiChi (no class 12/27) 

 
Holy Trinity Church, Episcopal 
446 Hamilton Street 
Southbridge, MA 01550 

 
 
 


