
Confirmation and Reaffirmation of Vows                         BCP, p. 418 
* The Peace 

 

The Liturgy of the Table 

All people, without exception, are welcome at God’s Holy Table. 

 Even if you choose not to participate in Communion,  

you are welcome to come forward for a blessing. 

Offertory Anthem: “Take This Moment”                         Bulletin Insert 
*The Great Thanksgiving, Prayer A            Prayer Book, p. 361 

*Sanctus:  S-124  Holy holy, holy Lord 

The Lord’s Prayer        Prayer Book, p. 364 

Fraction Anthem “Christ our Passover..”                    Hymnal #S-154 
At Holy Communion, come to the rail. To just receive a blessing, cross 
your arms over your chest when you come to the rail. To receive 
communion, receive the wafer in your hand. EITHER consume the wafer, 
then sip the wine, OR allow the Eucharistic Minister to dip your wafer in 
the wine and place it on your tongue. For gluten-free bread, tell the priest 
when bread is offered NOTE the wine is not gluten free once wafers have 
been dipped in it. If you prefer wafer or bread only, cross your arms on 
your chest after consuming either.   

Communion: Voluntary Meditation on “Beach Spring”   Setting by Hopson  

Music at Communion:  “Just Two Words”                 -Arranged by Lau 

*Post-communion prayer          Prayer Book, p. 366 

* Recessional hymn #559  Lead us, heavenly Father 

* Dismissal              Prayer Book, p. 366 

Postlude: “Prelude in E minor”                                              -Pachelbel 

 
  

 

 

 

 

Congratulations, Joe Pieczynski on your Confirmation!  As you 

celebrate this milestone in your journey of faith, may the Holy Spirit be 

with you to renew and strengthen you in your commitment to follow 

Christ.  Know that you have the prayers and support of your              

faith family! 

 
 

Please join us following the service for a reception for Joe 

Pieczynski and to greet Rev. Doug Fisher! 

Holy Trinity Church 
446 Hamilton St.   Southbridge, Massachusetts 01550 
A parish in the Episcopal Diocese of Western Massachusetts 

The Third Sunday of Lent 

March 11, 2018 
9:30 a.m. Choral Service/Family Worship 

 

The Right Rev. Douglas Fisher, Celebrant & Preacher 

The Rev. Richard Signore, Assisting Clergy 

Anne Bouvier-Monroe, Organist 

 

The loose plate collection today will be donated to FoodShare. 

 

Prelude:  “Nettleton”                                                     -Arr by Callahan 

The Liturgy of the Word 
Processional Hymn WLP#752  There’s a sweet, sweet Spirit  

Opening Sentences for Lent                    BCP, p. 413 

Song of Praise #S-100  Holy God, Holy and Mighty 

* Collect  (said by all) 

Gracious Father, whose blessed Son Jesus Christ came down from 

heaven to be the true bread which gives life to the world: Evermore give 

us this bread, that he may live in us, and we in him; who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
*Families are invited to the Parish Hall for the Family Liturgy. 

First Reading 
Reader     A reading from the book of Numbers 

From Mount Hor the Israelites set out by the way to the Red Sea, to go 

around the land of Edom; but the people became impatient on the way. 

The people spoke against God and against Moses, “Why have you 

brought us up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? For there is no food 

and no water, and we detest this miserable food.” Then the LORD sent 

poisonous serpents among the people, and they bit the people, so that 

many Israelites died. The people came to Moses and said, “We have 

sinned by speaking against the LORD and against you; pray to the LORD 

to take away the serpents from us.” So Moses prayed for the people. 

And the LORD said to Moses, “Make a poisonous serpent, and set it on a 

pole; and everyone who is bitten shall look at it and live.” So Moses 

made a serpent of bronze, and put it upon a pole; and whenever a 

serpent bit someone, that person would look at the serpent of bronze and 

live.                                                                                   Numbers 21:4-9 



Reader   The Word of the Lord       People   Thanks be to God 
 

 

Silence 

 

PSALM 107:1-3,17-22             Said in unison    BCP, p. 746 

Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good, * 

and his mercy endures for ever. 

Let all those whom the LORD has redeemed proclaim * 

that he redeemed them from the hand of the foe. 

He gathered them out of the lands; * 

from the east and from the west, 

from the north and from the south. 

Some were fools and took to rebellious ways; * 

they were afflicted because of their sins. 

They abhorred all manner of food * 

and drew near to death's door. 

Then they cried to the LORD in their trouble, * 

and he delivered them from their distress. 

He sent forth his word and healed them * 

and saved them from the grave. 

Let them give thanks to the LORD for his mercy * 

and the wonders he does for his children. 

Let them offer a sacrifice of thanksgiving * 

and tell of his acts with shouts of joy. 

 

Second Reading                                      

Reader   A reading from the book of the Ephesians 

You were dead through the trespasses and sins in which you once lived, 

following the course of this world, following the ruler of the power of 

the air, the spirit that is now at work among those who are disobedient. 

All of us once lived among them in the passions of our flesh, following 

the desires of flesh and senses, and we were by nature children of 

wrath, like everyone else. But God, who is rich in mercy, out of the 

great love with which he loved us even when we were dead through our 

trespasses, made us alive together with Christ-- by grace you have been 

saved-- and raised us up with him and seated us with him in the 

heavenly places in Christ Jesus, so that in the ages to come he might 

show the immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward us in 

Christ Jesus. For by grace you have been saved through faith, and this 

is not your own doing; it is the gift of God-- not the result of works, so 

that no one may boast. For we are what he has made us, created in 

Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand to be our 

way of life.                                                                   Ephesians 2:1-10 

Reader    The Word of the Lord       People    Thanks be to God 

 

Silence 

 

Gospel Acclamation 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Holy Gospel:  John 3:14-21 

Celebrant  The Holy Gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ 

People  Glory to you, Lord Christ.    
Jesus said, “Just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so 

must the Son of Man be lifted up, that whoever believes in him 

may have eternal life. 

“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that 

everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal 

life.  

“Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the 

world, but in order that the world might be saved through him. 

Those who believe in him are not condemned; but those who do 

not believe are condemned already, because they have not believed 

in the name of the only Son of God. And this is the judgment, that 

the light has come into the world, and people loved darkness rather 

than light because their deeds were evil. For all who do evil hate 

the light and do not come to the light, so that their deeds may not 

be exposed. But those who do what is true come to the light, so that 

it may be clearly seen that their deeds have been done in God.” 

Celebrant  The Gospel of the Lord   People Praise to you Lord Christ 

Sermon                                             The Right Rev. Douglas Fisher 

Presentation and Examination of the Candidate              BCP, p. 415 

               Joseph Eastwood Pieczynski 

The Renewal of Baptismal Covenant                BCP, p. 416 

Prayers for the Candidate                                                 BCP, p. 305 



We welcome all who enter the doors of this church. Just as God’s self-

revelation is made complete in the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 

so do your prayers and presence make our worship service more 

complete. We pray that you may be strengthened and nourished as our 

community is enriched and uplifted by your presence among us. If you 

come as a visitor, we pray you will leave as a friend. Please sign our 

guest book. 

 

QUIETLY ENTER THIS HOLY PLACE TO HEAR GOD’S WORD FOR YOU 
• Remember to practice thankfulness and add a coin to your United 

Thank Offering box.  

 

HOLY TRINITY CHURCH ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 The Easter Prayer Vigil sign-up sheet is on the table at the back of 

the church.  Please sign up for a time or two.  If you are not able to 

come to the church to pray, please consider praying at home.  For 

safety reasons and ease of letting in the next pray-er, we need to try 

to fill each slot.  Thank you! 

 Sponsors for November and December are needed for Childreach.  

The donation sheet is available on the back table.  Please support 

this important ministry.   

 Please remember that there are no flowers on the altar during 

Lent.  If you would like to place a Vigil Light dedication, please 

complete the flower donation form on the table at the back of the 

church.   

 Mission plate donations will go to FINCA, a non-profit 

organization that provides microfinance loans to persons who do not have 

access to banks and their services.  

 There will be a Lenten Book Study on Wednesdays during Lent at 

Bethlehem Lutheran Church at 6:00 pm.  The book study will start 

with a light soup and bread supper.  For more information, please 

speak with Chris in the office.   

 
Want to give electronically?  We have online giving through 
Tithe.ly.  Get the App from the App Store on your phone. 
Search for Holy Trinity Southbridge to get to our account. 
You can give using your debit/credit card or bank account. 
Scan this QR code to go directly to the online giving page: 

 
 
Questions? See Susan Howland or email: howlands@charter.net 

 

 

 

Each Wednesday Evening   

February 21 - March 21 

New Hope UCC & Bethlehem Lutheran Church 

345 Main Street, Sturbridge MA 01566 
 

6:00 - 7:30 pm 
 

Join us as we take a look at the book Half Truths by Adam Hamilton 

(Book not required)  

Join Adam Hamilton in exploring popular sayings that miss the point. 

They are simple phrases: "God helps those who help themselves," "Love 

the sinner, hate the sin," and others. They sound Christian - like 

something you might find in the Bible. We’ve all heard these words. 

Maybe we’ve said them. They capture some element of truth, yet they 

miss the point in important ways. Discover the whole truth by 

comparing common Christian clichés with the wisdom found in 

Scripture.  - Christianbook.com 

This program jointly sponsored by the congregations of  

New Hope UCC, Bethlehem Lutheran, & Holy Trinity Episcopal 

*SOUP, DESSERT AND BREAD VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Name 

 

Phone Number 
 

_____    _____     

3/14  3/21 

 

*Please place this in the offertory basket and you will be contacted 

mailto:howlands@charter.net


EASTER MEMORIALS 

This Easter, you may wish to have a loved one remembered 

or to express special thanks to God for His blessings in your 

life.  To do so, please complete this form and return it with 

your donation to the Church office by Sunday, March 25. 

The donations collected for these memorials are used to purchase the 

flowers that decorate the sanctuary on Easter Day.    
  

Exact wording of memorial will be: 
Easter gifts for flowers are given to the Glory of God… 
____ in Thanksgiving for the life of ____________________________ 

                                                           (Name of your loved one or ones) 

OR 

____ in Loving Memory of ___________________________________ 

                                                     (Name of your loved one or ones) 

OR 

If this gift is in Thanksgiving of a person who is living, choose the 

following: 

____ in Thanksgiving for the Blessing of ________________________ 

                                                                    (Name of person or blessing) 

given by ___________________________________ 

[Your name(s) – please use exact wording you would like to have 

published. You may, for example, say something like “by his family” or 

“by her husband” followed by your name or you may simply use your 

name(s).] 

  

Please return this information sheet, along with your donation, to the 

church office or drop it in the offering plate by Sunday, March 25.  

Donations of any amount are appreciated and will off-set the cost of the 

flowers for decorating the church on Easter Day.  Please make checks 

payable to Holy Trinity Church with the notation “Easter Flowers” on 

the memo line. 

  

Do you know someone who would appreciate Easter flowers from the 

church? Please write their name and address here so arrangements can 

be made to bring them flowers: 

 

______________________________________________________________  
 

PLEASE SUBMIT YOUR DONATION WITH THIS FORM.  

THANK YOU! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

JOIN US DURING LENT, HOLY WEEK AND EASTER 

AT HOLY TRINITY CHURCH  

 

Sunday, March 25 @ 9:30 a.m. 
Palm Sunday: The Sunday of the Passion 

Liturgy of the Palms & Reading of the Passion narrative, with Holy 

Eucharist, Rite II 
  

Thursday, March 29 @ 6:00 p.m. 
Seder Supper and Holy Eucharist 

The congregation will first join in a communal meal and then go into the 

church for the stripping of the altar and Holy Eucharist, Rite II. 
  

9:00 p.m. – 10:00 a.m. 
Overnight Prayer Vigil at Holy Trinity Church 

Sign up to serve a one-hour shift, keeping watch with Christ on His last 

night on earth. 

  

Friday, March 30  
A Children’s Good Friday Service @ 10:30 a.m. 

Holy Eucharist from the Reserve Sacrament @ 7:30 p.m. 
  

Sunday, April 1 @ 9:30 a.m. 

Easter: the Sunday of the Resurrection 

Festival Holy Eucharist, Rite II, with music 
 

 

 

 


