Question 5
	

	How does Holy Trinity engage in pastoral care for those beyond your worshipping community?

	

	

	Food Share  Pastoral Ministry to the home bound  Coat Closet  Donations to Haiti, World Relief, Zimbabwe, etc.   UTO

	Here is where I have a problem because as difficult as it may seem I feel HTC should focus on local community first.

	If church members, rector visits regularly.

	The church holds mostly open  arms to the community

	In many ways.  Holy Trinity has been hosting the AA Sunday night meeting helping to provide a spiritually led recovery for a very difficult and individual problem.  Holy Trinity also runs the ecumenical coat closet and provides much needed warmth for those in need.

	LEM and LEV take communion and visit shut ins.    Clergy make hospital visits as well as visit shut ins.

	O.K this doesn’t go here but     I think we still need to tastefully advertise and create awareness of our offerings (existence)  Why don’t people go to church"  1) I don’t know about it  2) I am aware of it but someone somewhere done me wrong  3) I am not interested in the building next door but sometimes am moved by the voices beyond the closed door.  4) It’s a middle class group and I don’t belong because I can’t afford it and they think they are more than I am.  5) There are sport shows on or  a game at the park.  6) I don't know what to do beyond those doors.  7) you will be immediately taken in and given a job to do. 8) all they want is my money. 8) I am not a Christian(whatever that is...).  Why do people go to church?       BEST GUESS:  Now...... Beyond the worshipping community I know we participate in a food drive locally( a sketchy pastoral care but out reach non the less)  we do stuff at overlook (not sure what)...I am not sure.... but I would assume we are represented and maintain our ties to the Diocesan house and have a pride that does not allow beyond anything that is not represented there.  We do short long distant stints in the form of finance for missions at a distance (blanket drive, mosquito nets) I do not know of any mission work for HTC beyond that (I mean I do not think we sponsor a group or family or individual persons mission” out there)  E

	AA    Alanon etc

	Food Pantry.  Holy Trinity offers warm clothing as well.  They are a very caring church.

	I don't know.

	Watching out where the need is & making ourselves available.

	We are open to everyone.

	I know that the church does a lot of outreach programs, and after services they visit those who cannot attend the service.

	

	I don't really know.  I know for my part it is a part of my daily life.  Embrace them with the love of Christ and he has such a great big love.  There is enough for all and there is room for all at Holy Trinity Church.  There are so many who are spiritually hungry.  It is up to us to feed them physically as well as spiritually.

	I am less familiar with this, but I am sure if I needed help, I could just call a vestry member and the HTC community would be there for me.

	HTC has reached out to those in our neighborhood

	I do not currently know the answer to this.

	Have not personally not experienced this aspect of parish life.  However, the Eucharist is delivered to the house bound.

	With the many pastoral ministries. HTC building is used for AA, Diabetic support group, twice a month gathering open to the neighborhood (soup and bread) and Zumba classes (Health stewardship to community).

	Holy Trinity has put an awful lot of effort into Southbridge.  Sometimes I feel that we are so focused on Southbridge that we neglect the other surrounding towns.  Southbridge is a very needy community, so perhaps for a church that is appropriate.  But I feel that the families and people of our surrounding towns need the spiritual offerings as much, if not more, than Southbridge needs our coat closet and food pantry missions.

	Outreach programs to adopt children, buying animals for families and other programs set up by the diocese

	Except for an occasional mention of having tea with a neighbor, the pastor did not discuss with the congregation or leadership what she actually did pastoraly beyond the worshiping community.  Individual parishioners reach out one-on-one with people they meet at work or at other opportunities.  Several parishioners have intentional healing ministries that go beyond the wall of the church.

	We have really opened ourselves up to our neighborhood in several ways. First we hour the coat closet from which we have made true friends literally with the folks next door. We have an open gathering on 1st and 3rd Tuesdays. We had two neighborhood dinners for the sole purpose of meeting folks. We have an ongoing 
Food share ministry.

	

	By visiting and calling on people who are shut-ins.

	Pastor Mary responded to calls and requests from those outside the worshiping community

	Not too sure but maybe through the Tuesday drop in's and Zumba classes etc...

	Soup on Tuesday at Holy Trinity  "Gathering on Hamilton St."   Meal in a Bag  Morning Prayer

	I'm not qualified to answer.

	Pastor Mary's notes of caring, like a shepherd the sheep, were a great blessing in my life, and also her visits. 
Flowers are also delivered to shut-ins and the Eucharist is taken to any disabled; also the food pantry gifts to St. Mary's.

	We have a winter coat closet, to help warm those without warm coats for the winter.  We have Zumba exercise classes open to everyone, for a donation, to encourage physical fitness.  We open our building to AA and Alanon meetings, and to another christian group needing a place to worship and  gather.  We contribute to Meals in a Bag for those who need food donations, and we have discretionary funds which the pastor or Senior Warden can dispense to those in need.  We are trying to respond to the needs in our own community, where God has placed us, and follow His will for our parish.

	

	I'm not quite sure, now that the SIHN ministry is not so active and now that we don't have a rector.  Some of the members reach out and try to share their faith.

	The Rector has done visits.  There is a Lay Eucharistic Visitor.  there has been a Bible Study done at The Overlook.

	Holy Trinity is active in the Ecumenical community taking part in Lenten programs and the ecumenical coat closet. LEMS take communion to shut ins. Many parishioners make an effort to communicate though notes, cards, and telephone calls to those who can not attend worship services.

	i am not very aware of this. i do wonder if the parishoners should be made more aware of people in need. i know susan howland has taken on a role of letting parishoners know. great but i do think that should be the ministers job!

	Through our "Geographical Groups".Profile Committee and our Vestry  Leaders.

	


